Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 245
BY: M of A Epstein

COVMENDI NG the Tonmpkins Square Library upon the
occasion of the Let's Tal k Denocracy: Cvic
Educati on event on April 18, 2019

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
appl aud the efforts of those organi zations within New York State which
aim to increase the awareness and enhance the profile of cultural
di versity which strengthens the fabric of the communities of New York
State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Tonpkins Square Library upon the occasion of the Let's Talk
Denocracy: Civic Education event on April 18, 2019; and

VWHEREAS, Cenerations of immgrants fromevery corner of the globe
have built our country's econony and created the uni que character of our
State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Increasingly immgrants are children and fam|lies seeking
asylum fleeing violence, crushing poverty and endemc crinme; children
in immgrant famlies make up one-quarter of all children in the United
States and represent the fastest growing segnent of the country's
I ncreasingly diverse child popul ation; and

WHEREAS, New York is often considered one of the greatest cultural
hubs in the country, having welconed immgrants for centuries; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2015, nore than 4.5 mllion inmmgrants conprised 22.9
percent of the state's population; New York was home to 2.3 mllion
wonen, 2 mllion nmen, and 217,102 children who were inmgrants; and

VWHEREAS, |nmgrants make up 25% of the State's |abor force; as
wor kers, business owners, taxpayers, and nei ghbors, immgrants are an
i ntegral part of New York's diverse and thriving comunities and nake
extensive contributions that benefit all; and

VWHEREAS, | Mm grants grow businesses, innovate, strengthen our
econony and create jobs in New York State; they also provide the United
States of America and New York State with unique social and cul tural
i nfluence, fundanmentally enriching the extraordinary character of each;
and

WHEREAS, Immgrants account for nearly a third of New York's
econom ¢ output in netropolitan areas and produce nore than a fifth of
New York's gross donestic product; and

WHEREAS, Foreign-born students seeking educational opportunities in
New York contribute billions of dollars to the State in their journey to
success; and



WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness and
i ncreased recognition of the contributions of inmgrant comunities at
the |l ocal, state and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Tonpkins Square Library upon the occasion of the Let's Talk
Denocracy: Civic Education event on April 18, 2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Tonpkins Square Library.



