Assenbly Resol ution No. 179
BY: M of A MDonald

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
May 2019, as Labor History Month in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, For centuries, the Anerican |abor novenent has served as a
force for econom ¢ and social progress in these United States; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to the formation in 1881 of a nationw de |abor
novenent in the United States, safe working conditions, regular working
hours, reasonabl e workdays, decent wages, paid holidays, and vacations
were utopian dreans, while such benefits as enmergency and famly | eave
wer e al nost uni nagi nabl e; and

VWHEREAS, The struggle of Anerican workers agai nst appalling working
conditions, exenplified by those that caused disasters |like the 1911
Triangle Shirtwaist Fire, has played an inportant role in inproving
Anerican life through the establishnment of health and safety standards
and OSHA; and

WHEREAS, Labor history reveals the vital role of |abor unions in the
est abli shment of the 8-hour day, the 40-hour work week, unenploynent
I nsurance, worknen's conpensation, old age pensions, protection for the
si ck, equal enploynent opportunity, and prohibition of child |abor, as
well as in the passage of the Wagner Act and of |egislation banning
discrimnation in enploynent; and

VWHEREAS, Labor history shows that Anmerican workers were in the
forefront of the effort to make free public education available to al
chil dren regardl ess of geography, or social and econom c status; and

WHEREAS, The American | abor novenent, as recognized by the Rev.
Martin Luther King, Jr., has been a strong supporter of civil rights for
all Americans, regardl ess of race, color, or creed; and

WHEREAS, The American |abor novenent has been a vi gorous proponent
of denocracy and civil liberties at hone and around the world, as well
as a vigorous opponent of all forms of dictatorship; and

WHEREAS, Denocracy and freedom can succeed only if there are free,
denocratic, and independent institutions, including |abor unions; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York has played a crucial role in the
devel opnent and passage of federal |aws and regul ations that establish
and expand the rights of workers to bargain collectively and to work in
environments free of chem cal and other hazards to life and |linb; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaimMy 2019, as Labor
History Month in the State of New York, and to celebrate the diverse



achi evenents of the Anerican | abor novenent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably enbossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York, and publicized in all New York State institutions.



