Senate Resolution No. 635
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
March 19, 2019, as Queens Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to comrenorate
those events of historical significance which add strength, vigor and
inspiration to the <cultural diversity and quality of |Ilife in the
communities of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim Mirch 19, 2019, as
Queens Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, On March 19, 2019, the best of the Borough of Queens wll
be on display at the Capitol in Al bany, New York; and

WHEREAS, This event 1is coordinated by the office of the Queens
Bor ough President and the Queens Chanber of Commerce which will put the
spotlight on Queens and include an evening reception featuring foods and
bever ages as wel | as a display of Queens' favorite dining
est abl i shnments; and

VWHEREAS, Queens was established in 1683 as one of the original 12
counties of New York, presumably named for the Queen Catherine of
Braganza, wife of King Charles Il; and

VWHEREAS, The synbol of Queens, the Unisphere, is a giant globe in
Fl ushi ng Meadows Par k, honme of the U S OQpen Tennis Chanpi onshi ps and the
Mets at Citi Field; and

VWHEREAS, Downt own Flushing is New York City's other Chinatown; and

WHEREAS, Wth 2.3 nmillion people, the Borough of Queens is the nost
culturally diverse county in the United States, and has becone a touri st
destination for its many cultural attractions including the arts,
busi nesses, culinary delights and the many charnms this vibrant community
has to offer; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, Queens is the | argest borough geographically,
consisting of 178 square mles; is the second nost popul ous county; is
the nost diverse, wth 138 | anguages spoken; and is represented by nore
than 150 countries; and

WHEREAS, Mre than half of all Queens residents are foreign-born, a
much greater concentration than any other borough in New York Cty, and
many of the nei ghborhoods reflect the rich cultural heritage of its
residents; and

VWHEREAS, Long Island City has energed as a nmjor cultural



destination wth the second highest concentration of nuseuns and
galleries in New York Gty such as: Museum of the Myving | mage, Queens
Museum New York Hall of Science; The Noguchi Mseum and Louis

Arnmstrong Home nuseum who was one of the nobst recogni zable entertainers
in the world when he chose the working-class neighborhood of Corona,
Queens to be his hone; and

VWHEREAS, Al t hough Queens is home to several |large conpany
headquarters, no single industry domnates its econony; the first
Stei nway grand and upright pianos were crafted in Astoria back in 1853,
and for the past one hundred years, the trusted conpany has kept its
sane factory for creating superior instrunments; it is one of the |ast
standi ng manufacturers in New York; and

WHEREAS, In addition, two-thirds of all businesses in Queens enpl oys
bet ween one and four people, making snmall businesses the cornerstone of
t he borough's econonmic vitality; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim Mrch 19, 2019, as
Queens Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York; the Ofice of the Queens Borough President; and the Queens
Chanber of Commerce.



