Senat e Resol ution No. 503
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NG the death of Donald Mffat, |egendary
actor, distinguished citizen and gifted arti st

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
just tribute to the nenory of those prom nent individuals whose creative
talents have contributed to the entertai nnent and cul tural enrichnent of
the citizens of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Donald Moffat, a beloved actor of stage, screen and
tel evision, died on Thursday, Decenber 20, 2018, in Sleepy Hollow, New
York, at the age of 87; and

WHEREAS, Born in Plynmouth, England, on Decenber 26, 1930, Donald
Moffat was the only child of Kathleen Mary (Smth) and Wlter George
Moffat; his parents ran a boarding house in Totnes, England; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his studies at the |local King Edward
VI School, Donald Mffat perfornmed national service with the Roya
Artillery from1949 to 1951; he went on to study at the Royal Acadeny of
Dramatic Art in London until 1954; and

VWHEREAS, This extraordinary stage, screen and television actor was a
naturalized, thoroughly Anmericanized Englishman who in the early 1950s
was a player with the Add Vic theater conpany, the London crucible of
many of Britain's nost anbitious performng arts; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1956, at the age of 26, Donald Mdffat realized his dream
and noved to the United States, settling in Oregon, where he worked as a
bartender and a | unberjack; he soon resolved to return to acting, and
made his Broadway debut as two characters in "Under M| kwood" (1957);
and

VWHEREAS, Donald Moffat, in a career that | ast ed nearly a
hal f-century, amassed virtually all of his remarkable 220 credits in the
United States; his roles included 80 stage plays (he directed 10 nore),
approximately 70 Holl ywood and television novies, and at |east 60
tel evision productions, including series, mni-series and anthol ogi es;
and

VWHEREAS, A truly consumrate professional, Donald Mffat could play
any supporting role from Shakespeare, O Neill, I|bsen, Beckett, Pinter or
Shaw, as well as |awers, doctors, husbands, and tough guys- characters
who nake the stars shine and place the acconplishnments of the ensenble
above personal glory; and

WHEREAS, Donald Moffat's notion picture credits include "Rachel
Rachel " (1968), "The Trial of the Catonsville N ne" (1972), "The G eat
Northfield M nnesota Raid" (1972), "Showdown" (1973), "Earthquake"(1974)
and "Wnter Kills" (1979); and



WHEREAS, Furthernore his nost nenorable filmrole was as the corrupt
president in "Clear and Present Danger"” (1994), a Harrison Ford novie
based on the Tom Cl ancy novel ; and

WHEREAS, During the 1990s, Donald Mffat slowed his working pace,
and tapered off into retirenent a few years later; one of his |ast
appear ances, whi ch gai ned hi gh accol ades, was of agi ng, penniless fornmner
President Uysses S. Gant in an Of Broadway production of John Guare's
"A Few Stout Individuals" (2002); and

WHEREAS, Donald Moffat is survived by his wife, Gamen Arner; his
daughters, Lynn, Catherine, Kathleen (known as Wendy), and Gabriel; 10
grandchi l dren; and three great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
the lives of those extraordinary actors of world renown who enriched the
lives of others through their artistic endeavors; such an actor was
Donal d Mof fat, whose extraordinary and innovative career wll forever
live in the hearts of many and continue to inspire generations to cong;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Donald Mdffat, |egendary actor, distinguished citizen
and gifted artist; and to offer sincerest condolences to his fans,
friends, and famly nenbers; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Donald Mffat.



