Senate Resol ution No. 3320
BY: Senator BRESLI N

COVWENDI NG The Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr
upon the occasion of his 10th Pastoral Anniversary
at Sweet PilgrimBaptist Church in Al bany, New York

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish
t henmsel ves and the ministry through their unremtting conmmtnent and
preem nence of service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend The
Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. upon the occasion of his 10th Pastoral
Anni versary; his official anniversary was on March 22, 2020; and

WHEREAS, A native of Al bany, New York, Reverend Dr. Elgin Joseph
Taylor, Sr. was born into a Christian hone as well as into a famly of
Church nusicians; at the young age of six, he was likewse gifted wth
t he mnistry of nmusi c as was hi s not her, grandnother and
gr eat - gr andnot her; and

VWHEREAS, Pastor Elgin Taylor, Sr. received his formal education in
the Al bany Public School, graduating from Al bany H gh School, C ass of
1982, with the Harriett Sacca Award for Misic Excell ence; and

VWHEREAS, He then earned a degree in Mirketing and Busi ness
Adm ni stration from Al bany Busi ness College in 1985; in May of 2015, he
received a Doctor of Divinity degree fromAl|l Christian Bible College of
Long Island, New York; and

WHEREAS, For 36 vyears, Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. was
enployed by the State of New York; he retired March 21, 2019, as the
Affirmative Action Admnistrator for the Ofice of Dversity and
Affirmation Action at NYS Departnent of Taxation and Fi nance; and

WHEREAS, Six generations of his famly were dedicated to the
fell owship of the historic Morning Star M ssionary Baptist Church, where
he joined and was baptized at the age of seven; in Decenber of 1985, he
was ordai ned a Deacon and was el evated to serve as Chairnman of the Board
of Deacons for nine years; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the Capital District, Reverend Dr. Elgin J.
Taylor, Sr. not only instructs sacred and African-Anerican religious
musi ¢ studies but has facilitated nunerous nmusic mnistry workshops; and

WHEREAS, This vyear marks his 40th year in nusic mnistry; for the
past 35 years, Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. served the Enpire



Baptist Mssionary Convention of New York, Inc. in various capacities,
I ncl udi ng: Director of Misic, President of the Young Peopl e’ s
Auxiliary, Director General of the Congress of Christian Education,

General Secretary of the Convention, and in 2017, he was elevated to
serve as the Convention's Vice President at Large; and

VWHEREAS, He has been actively involved in the Hudson River Frontier
M ssionary Baptist Association, where anong many offices such as
President of the young People's Departnent, President of the Sunday
School and BTU Congress and Director of Music, he was elevated to the
position of Mderator, serving from 2013-2016; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. also served the Centra
Hudson Bapti st Association as Director of Music and Vice President of
t he Congress of a Christian Education; and

WHEREAS, In June of 2015, Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. was
appointed as the first African Anerican Chaplain of the Al bany Fire
Departnent in their 148 years of existence; and

VWHEREAS, He accepted his call to the Gospel Mnistry in June of 2005
and preached his initial sernobn on Sunday, OCctober 16, 2005; by
unani nous vote to the Morning Star M ssionary Baptist Church, Reverend
Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. was licensed to the Gospel Mnistry; and

WHEREAS, On May 7, 2006, he joined the fellowship of the Shiloh
Baptist Church of Hudson, New York, and was actively engaged in
mnistry, serving as Associate Mnister, Executive Mnister to the
Pastor and M nister of Misic; and

WHEREAS, On February 6, 2010, Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. was
catechized by the Central Hudson Baptist Association of New York, Inc.,
and was recommended for ordination to the Gospel Mnistry; and

WHEREAS, It was on Monday, March 22, 2010, the nenbership of the
Sweet Pilgrim Mssionary Baptist Church of Al bany, New York, elected
Reverend Dr. Elgin Joseph Taylor, Sr. as their 7th pastor; and

WHEREAS, Wth himthroughout has been his son, Elgin Joseph Tayl or
1, who feels privileged to be a part of his |life and rejoices in his
achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Elgin Joseph Taylor, Sr. has brought to his
mnistry an overwhelmng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting from
vi sion and enlightennment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual
duties, while always displaying the highest standards of personal and
prof essional integrity and dedication; and

WHEREAS, This distinguished nman of God has al ways gi ven
enl i ghtennment, gui dance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and
has adm nistered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person



of such noble ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and comend that
I ndi vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend The Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr. upon the occasion of his
10t h Pastoral Anniversary at Sweet Pilgrim Baptist Church in Al bany, New

York, noting his unremitting and conpassionate faith and his exenpl ary
service to God, man, and his conmunity, and extending to him the
heartfelt best wshes of this Legislative Body for a future of
pur poseful success and well-being; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Reverend Dr. Elgin J. Taylor, Sr



