Senat e Resol ution No. 3280
BY: Senat or MAYER

MOURNI NG the death of John WIliam Reavis, Jr.,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, John Wl liam Reavis, Jr. of Port Chester, New York died on
Monday, June 29, 2020, at the age of 84; and

WHEREAS, Born in Nyack, New York, on Cctober 30, 1935, to John and
Frances (H nes) Reavis, Sr., John WIlliam Reavis, Jr. was the ol dest of
11 children and attended Nyack Schools, graduating in June of 1953; and

WHEREAS, In 1954, John WIliam Reavis, Jr. furthered his education
at New York Pace College, later transferring to Fayetteville State
Teachers College in North Carolina on a baseball schol arship; and

WHEREAS, It was at Fayetteville State where John WIIliam Reavis, Jr.
began his Iove of service to his comunity as a nenber of Onega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc.; he graduated cum |laude wth a Bachelor of Science
degree in Elenentary Education in 1959; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, he was honored by Fayetteville State Hall of
Fame in 2000, for his extraordinary work as the Mnager of the
Basket bal | and Basebal | teans; and

VWHEREAS, Spending his life in the service of Orega with his focus on
i mproving the quality of life in his community, John WIIliam Reavis, Jr.
lived by Orega' s car di nal Principles of Mnhood, Schol arship,
Perseverance and Uplift; and

VWHEREAS, John W/ liam Reavis, Jr. began his illustrious career in
education teaching fifth grade in Newburgh, New York; he went on to
serve as an el enentary gui dance counsel or, adult educational instructor,
special progranms coordinator, assi st ant principal, and finally
principal; and

VWHEREAS, John Wl liam Reavis, Jr. and the forner Catherine Elizabeth
Smith were wunited in marriage in 1960, and together they raised three
children, Dawn, John WlliamlIll, and Tinothy Prescott; and

WHEREAS, During this tine, John WIlliam Reavis, Jr. went back to
school at NYU to earn his master's degree in Quidance, graduating in
1965; and

VWHEREAS, Wi le in Newoburgh, John Wlliam Reavis, Jr. worked wth
comunity organizations and Onega Psi Phi to obtain scholarships for



young African Anerican students to attend college; he was Ilater
recogni zed for this inportant work; and

WHEREAS, In 1969, John WIlliam Reavis, Jr. accepted a role with the
State University of New York (SUNY) Central Admnistration in Al bany,
New York, to help establish the Educational Opportunity Program ( ECP)
for all the universities, colleges, and community colleges throughout
the state; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to his community, John WIIliam Reavis, Jr.
went on to serve in many additional capacities, including as EOP
Manager, evening program coordinator, Affirmative Action Oficer
English and English as a Second Language professor, and lastly, EOP
University Dean at SUNY Farm ngdal e, the esteened position from which he
retired in 1990; and

VWHEREAS, Upon his retirenment from SUNY Farm ngdal e, John WIIiam
Reavis, Jr. accepted a position as Executive Director at Carver
Community Center in Port Chester, New York, where he oversaw the
comunity center expansion and building renovation while establishing
many new prograns; and

WHEREAS, In August of 1997, John WIlliam Reavis, Jr. wed Doris
Bai l ey, and the two becane a beacon of influence and progress wthin
Port Chester Village on issues for health, housing, inmgration,
juvenile justice, and youth enploynent; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his parents, John and Frances; stepfather,
Jonnie; three sisters, Barbara Ann, Irene, and Sheri; and three
brothers, Ronald, Marc and Larry; John WIlliam Reavis, Jr. is survived
by his wife Doris; three children, Dawn (Terry), John W (Al exandra) and
Prescott (Kai); three sisters, Linda (Raynond), D ane (Sixto), and
Paul ette (Peter); one brother, Tony; four grandchildren; and two
great - grandsons; as well as many ni eces, nephews and cousins; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, John WIlliam Reavis, Jr. |eaves behind a | egacy which wll
|l ong endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory
to all he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of John WIIliam Reavis, Jr., distinguished citizen and
devoted nenber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of John WIIliam Reavis, Jr



