Senate Resolution No. 3190
BY: Senator LIU

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
May 4, 2020, as Taiwan Heritage Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, The United States and the Republic of China (Taiwan) share
comon ideals and a clear vision for the 21st Century, where freedom and
denocracy are the foundation for peace, prosperity, and progress; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan is a vibrant denocracy in which all citizens have
the right to participate freely in the political process, as evidenced
by Taiwan's seven direct presidential elections, which took place in
1996, 2000, 2004, 2008, 2012, 2016, and 2020; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to congratulate President
Tsai Ing-wen and Vice President-elect Lai Ching-te on their victory in
Taiwan's presidential election on January 11, 2020; and

WHEREAS, The U. S. Congress passed the | andmark Tai wan Rel ati ons Act
(TRA) in 1979 to sustain a close bilateral relationship and to advance
mut ual security and comrercial interests between the U S. and Taiwan,
and the TRA along wth Six Assurances have served as cornerstones of
U S. -Taiwan rel ations and hel ped to preserve peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait; and

WHEREAS, The United States and Taiwan share a |l ong-term and cl ose
econom c relationship, including $85 billion in bilateral trade in 2019,
maki ng Tai wan the 10th | argest trading partner of the United States; and
Tai wan has expressed its wish to sign a Bilateral Trade Agreenent (BTA)
with the United States; and

VWHEREAS, The United States has assisted Taiwan in participating in
the Wrld Health Organization (WHO), the International G vil Aviation
Organi zation (1CAO, and the International Crimnal Police O ganization
(I NTERPQL) , and Wil | conti nue supporting Tai wan' s meani ngf ul
participation in these and ot her organi zations; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York exported $898 nmillion worth of
products to Taiwan in 2019, nmking Taiwan the 18th Ilargest foreign
market for the State of New York; and the bilateral trade and investnent
have created over 10,000 jobs in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Many of the United States' top 500 conpani es headquartered
in New York have invested in Taiwan, while nore than 300 Taiwanese
conpanies have invested in the State of New York, contributing to the
nmut ual |y beneficial relationship for decades; and

VWHEREAS, Taiwan has signed mutual driver's |icense recognition pacts
with 33 U S. states since 2013, and nore than 15,000 Taiwanese and
Anerican citizens have taken advantage of the above-nentioned pacts, and
were Taiwan and New York State to enter into a driver's license



reciprocity agreement with each other, this would help increase the
mobi lity of international students, businessnen, and academ cs from both
si des; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York is home to a thriving overseas ethnic
Chi nese comunity which supports the Republic of China (Taiwan),
i ncludi ng the Chinese Consol i dated Benevol ent Association (CCBA), the
Tai wanese Chanber of Commrerce of New York, Inc., the Chinese Chanber of
Commerce of New York, Inc., and the Tai wanese Anerican Association of
New York, and devotes itself to the harnony and devel opnent of the State
of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMy 4, 2020, as Taiwan
Heritage Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of
New York; Tsai Ing-wen, President of the Republic of China (Taiwan); Lai
Ching-te, Vice President-elect of the Republic of China (Taiwan); and
Lily Hsu, Anbassador of the Taipei Econom c and Cultural Ofice in New
Yor k.



