Senat e Resol ution No. 2942
BY: Senator LIU

OBSERVI NG March 16-22, 2020, as Bangabandhu Wek
in the State of New York, in recognition of
Bangabandhu Shei kh Mij i bur Rahman, the Father of the
Nat i on of Bangl adesh

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the communities
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
observe March 16-22, 2020, as Bangabandhu Wek in the State of New York,
in recognition of Bangabandhu Shei kh Miji bur Rahman, the Father of the
Nat i on of Bangl adesh; and

VWHEREAS, Bangabandhu Shei kh Mij i bur Rahman spent many years of his
life behind bars, resulting in the freedom of the people of Bangl adesh
In 1971; subsequently, nore than 300,000 people of Bangladeshi origin
now live in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This year's celebration marks the 100th birthday of
Bangabandhu Shei kh Mijibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation of
Bangl adesh, and grew out of the traditional Young People's Festival
organi zed by the Miktadhara Foundation in 2016; and

VWHEREAS, The | argest gathering of Bangla |anguage and literature
ent husi asts outside the sub-continent, the Young People's Festival
begins in New York City and will travel to three other <cities in the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, The Young Peopl e's Festival brings together nore than 1,000
del egates from different states as well as other countries; nore than
10, 000 Bangl a speakers who live in New York and other North American
states attend the event to enjoy nusic, books and cultural interaction
with leading witers and artists fromthe sub-continent; and

WHEREAS, For two decades, Miktadhara, an international organization
publ i shi ng house, and bookstore dedicated to the pronotion of Bengal
literature and culture, has celebrated Bengali history, |anguage, and
culture by hosting the Young People's Festival; and

VWHEREAS, In addi tion to sem nars, wor kshops and nmusi cal
present ati ons, t he Young People's Festival wll include stalls
di spl ayi ng books and nusic; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to honor those
organi zations and individuals of significance who add strength, vigor,
and inspiration to the ethnic diversity and quality of life in the
comunities of this great Enpire State; and



WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to acknow edge various
cultures of people who add to the overall diversity of our State and, on

this occasion, we take the opportunity to recognize the contributions
made by the Bangl adeshi - Aneri can conmunity and extend best w shes to al
of its menbers as they hold appropriate cerenonies to conmmenorate this
historic m|estone; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
observe March 16-22, 2020, as Bangabandhu Wek in the State of New York,
in recognition of Bangabandhu Shei kh Muji bur Rahman, the Father of the
Nat i on of Bangl adesh; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Senonti Waheed, Convener of the Young People Festival;
and Bishawjit Saha, Founder & CEO of the Miktadhara Foundati on.



