Senate Resol ution No. 2825
BY: Senat or JACOBS

MOURNI NG the death of Dr. Evan Cal kins, prom nent
geriatrician, | ovi ng husband, f at her and
gr andf at her, and devoted nenber of his comrunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Dr. Evan Cal kins was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Dr. Evan Cal kins, noting the
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Evan Cal kins of Hanburg, New York, died on Friday,
January 24, 2020, at the age of 99, just six nonths shy of his 100th
Bi rt hday; and

WHEREAS, Evan Calkins received his nedical degree from Harvard
Medi cal School in 1945; throughout his illustrious career, which would
traverse nearly seven decades, he specialized in rheumatol ogy and
gerontol ogy; and

WHEREAS, As the first Chairman of Medicine at the University at
Buffalo School of Medicine and Bionedical Sci ences, after its
i ncorporation into the SUNY system Dr. Evan Cal kins was faced with the
chal  enge of conbining the departnents of nedicine at three separate
hospitals, Buffalo General, E.J. Meyer Menorial and Buffalo VA, into a
single University-w de departnent; and

WHEREAS, Foll ow ng the successful nmerge of the three hospitals, Dr.
Evan Cal kins becanme the first head of the University at Buffal o School
of Medicine and Bionedical Sciences' division of Geriatrics and
Ger ont ol ogy; and

VWHEREAS, By the tinme he retired 12 years |ater, the division had
trained 10 percent of all fellowship trained geriatricians in the
country, an acconplishnment of which he was very proud; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his own practice in Hanburg, Dr. Evans
Cal kins served as the senior physician and coordinator of geriatric
prograns at Heal thCarePl an and as an Eneritus Professor of Medicine and
Fam |y Medicine at the University at Buffalo School of Medicine and
Bi onedi cal Sci ences; and

WHEREAS, Wthin the nedical profession, Dr. Evan Cal kins published
many articles, edited several books, and established nunerous nedical
and community organizations, including the Network in Aging of Wstern
New Yor k; and



VWHEREAS, As a prom nent |eader in his profession, Dr. Evan Calkins
proved hinself to be a great asset to nedicine and to the health and
wel | - bei ng of the aging population within his comunity; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Evan Calkins stopped seeing patients in 2014 at the
remar kabl e age of 93; he then wote and edited a seven-vol une history of
the extended Cal kins fam|ly; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Evan Calkins and his wife, the former Virginia Brady,
rai sed nine successful and talented children on their farmin Hanburg,
where each child was taught responsibility and hard work by choosing
their owmn animal to care for such as sheep, pigs, geese, and even a cow,
it was inperative to the Calkins to instill in all of their children and
grandchil dren the inportance of famly, work and community; and

WHEREAS, His greatest joy in life was doting on his wife and al ways
| ooki ng out for her, a sweet testinony to 73 years of nmarital bliss,
conmm tnent and true | ove; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his wife, Dr. Evan Cal kins is survived by
his nine children, Sarah (Thomas), Stephen (Joan), Lucy (John), Joan,
Ben, Hugh (Beth), Ellen (Joseph), Geoffrey, and Tim (Carol); and a
sister, Patrici a; as wel | as 31 grandchi |l dren and 13
great - grandchil dren; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Evan Calkins, who displayed nany exceptional talents
and unique qualities, lived an immensely beautiful life built on
conpassi on, kindness, and respect for others; and

VWHEREAS, Through his profound words of wi sdom Dr. Evan Cal kins
| egacy of infinite selflessness and benevol ence, will shine on through
his famly's vivid and happy nenories; his insight and strength wll
forever serve as a beacon of |ove and hope for all who were privileged
to have known and | oved such an amazi ng person; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Dr. Evan Calkins, and to express its deepest
condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Dr. Evan Cal ki ns.



