Senate Resolution No. 235
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVENDI NG John H. Downi ng post hunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend John H.
Downi ng post hunmously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate, to be presented at the Saratoga County Honor a
Deceased Vet erans Cerenony on Tuesday, January 15, 2019; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited speci al
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, John H. Downi ng, affectionately known to many as Jack, was
born to the late Loren and Cat herine (Maxwel|l) Downing on Decenber 22,
1930, in Ballston Spa, New York, where he attended |ocal schools and
worked on a farmin Galway, New York; and

VWHEREAS, John H. Downing enlisted in the United States Arny on
January 10, 1949; after training at Canp Pickett, Virginia, and Fort
Bliss, Texas, he was stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia; and

VWHEREAS, John H. Downi ng proudly served his country overseas as a
menber of Artillery Battery "A" 3d Anti-Aircraft Artillery Automatic
Weapons Battalion, Self-Propelled 3rd Infantry Division in Japan during
t he Korean War; and

WHEREAS, On Decenber 6, 1950, Sergeant John H Downing' s unit
engaged in action against the arned eneny when a truck under heavy fire
was blocking the road along which the unit had to proceed; w thout
regard for his own safety, he disnounted his arnored car and ran to the
truck and drove it away fromthe eneny roadbl ock; this brave sol dier
t hen rescued a wounded canmera nman, and was subsequently, recognized for
his heroi sm by receiving the Bronze Star Medal with "V' device; and

WHEREAS, In addition to this prestigious honor, Sergeant John H.
Downi ng was awarded the Arny of Cccupation Medal (Japan) and the Korean
Service Medal with 3 Bronze Service Stars; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of his mlitary service on January 22,
1952, Sergeant First Cass John H Downing returned to his honetown and
worked for many vyears at the Curtis Lunber Conpany, retiring as a



constructi on manager; and

VWHEREAS, On April 19, 1953, John H. Downing married the fornmer Agnes
Ander son, and together they raised two daughters, Deann and Darl ene; he
loved to spend tine with his cherished fam |y and enj oyed woodwor ki ng
and wood carving; and

WHEREAS, Active in his community and devoted to his fellow veterans,
John H. Downing was a charter nenber of the Saratoga National Cenetery
Honor Guard and the Korean War Veterans Association; and

WHEREAS, John H. Downi ng died on Septenber 5, 2017, at the age of
86; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nmen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
John H. Downi ng denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, comended
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend John H.  Downing posthunously wupon the occasion of hi s
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of John H Downi ng.



