Senat e Resol ution No. 2171
BY: Senator MAY

COVMENDI NG difford Ryan upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those individuals within the Enpire State who have nade
strong contributions to their communities and who inspire others through
their nodel citizenry; and

WHEREAS, difford Ryan has given not only of his tinme and energies
but al so of his conpetence, intelligence and | eadership and consequently
has been designated for special honor; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend difford
Ryan wupon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal , the hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, A father, grandfather, and United States Arnmy veteran,
Cifford Ryan has denonstrated countless feats of heroismand is a true
pillar in his comunity of Syracuse, New York; and

VWHEREAS, After the untinely death of his 17-year-old son, Duriel, to
gun violence in 1999, difford Ryan responded to this tragedy w th hope;
he i medi ately began to speak out against violence to prevent others
fromlosing a child as he did; and

WHEREAS, In 2015, difford Ryan created OG s Agai nst Viol ence, an
or gani zati on dedi cat ed to supporting ot her anti-vi ol ence and
anti-poverty organizations in the community, as well as reaching out to
t hose perpetuating the violence; and

VWHEREAS, Driven by love and optimsm difford Ryan spends 10-12
hours each day wal ki ng t hrough nei ghbor hoods where vi ol ence has occurred
and speaking to nenbers of the conmunity to devel op conflict resolution
strategies; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, he attends vigils and nenorials for victins of
vi ol ence and speaks at schools and youth prograns to tell his story; and

WHEREAS, Since the inception of this vital organization, difford
Ryan has intervened to prevent 42 shootings and stopped nore than 300
fights, putting his own safety at risk each tinme; and



VWHEREAS, Through this steadfast and unwavering commtnent to his
community, Cifford Ryan continues to earn the respect and admration of
the residents of Syracuse and its surrounding conunities; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndi vidual for the benefit of others which difford Ryan has displayed
t hroughout his life; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend Cdifford Ryan upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to difford Ryan.



