Senate Resolution No. 2017
BY: Senat or MAYER

COMVEMORATI NG 50 years of wonen at lona College to
be celebrated with a Kick-Of Reception in Septenber
of 2019

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those exenplary institutions of higher education wthin the
State of New York for their enduring commitnent to the pursuit of
academ c excel |l ence; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate 50 years of wonen at lona College to be celebrated with a
Kick-OFf Reception in Septenber of 2019, and continuing with a nyriad
events throughout the year; and

WHEREAS, This canpus w de celebration wll include | ectures,
exhi biti ons and speci al events hosted by the LaPenta School of Business,
the School of Arts & Science, the Hynes Institute for Entrepreneurship &
I nnovati on and vari ous canpus organi zations; these special prograns wl |
hi ghlight wonmen and their contributions to the College and the | arger
society; and

WHEREAS, Located in New Rochelle, New York, lona College is a caring
academ c community, inspired by the | egacy of Blessed Edmund Rice and
the Christian Brothers, which enbodies opportunity, justice, and the
| i berating power of education; and

VWHEREAS, lona College's purpose is to foster intellectual inquiry,
comunity engagenent, and an appreciation for diversity; and

WHEREAS, In the tradition of American Catholic Hi gher Education,
lona College conmits its energies and resources to the developnent of
graduates recognized for their ethics, creativity and probl em sol ving
abilities; their independent and adaptable thinking; their joy in
lifelong learning; and their enduring integration of mnd, body and
spirit; and

VWHEREAS, lona College is a college of choice for notivated students
seeking to better their lives and the lives of others, using their
education for the comon good; their success is facilitated by a
commtted and talented faculty and staff, who inspire students to
prepare for full lives and productive careers in a liberal arts based
and a technol ogy-rich, col | aborative |learning environnent which
enphasi zes critical thinking and creativity; and

WHEREAS, Developing the whole person, lona College facilitates
| eader ship devel opnent, pronotes community engagenent and service
| earni ng, encourages enrichnment through diversity, and capitalizes on
its proximty to New York Cty wth its wealth of |earning and
enpl oynment opportunities; and



VWHEREAS, Established in 1940 with nine Christian Brothers and siXx
lay faculty greeting the first class, lona College' s goal was to open

new paths to econom c and soci al advancenent for the sons of New York's
wor ki ng cl ass; and

WHEREAS, The nane Ilona was selected after a small island off the
west coast of Scotland where St. Col unba founded an abbey in 563; as did
the nonks of St. Colunba's tinme, lona's founders believed in the power
of education to nove the world; and

WHEREAS, Anerica's entry into Wrld War |11 caused lona Col |l ege's
small enrollnent to decline; only three nmenbers of the entering class
went on to receive Bachelor of Arts degrees in August of 1944; despite
this, the Iife of the college survived and student groups such as the
newspaper, sports teans and service clubs were active; and

WHEREAS, After the war, returning veterans, helped by the G Bil
and attracted by lona's practical nmjors, soon stretched the College to
capacity; in 1948, 71 men graduated and by 1950, the numnber increased to
300; and

WHEREAS, In the 50 years leading up to the turn of the 21st Century,
lona College grew dramatically while retaining its original mssion;
today, the college is a diverse institution of nearly 4,000 students,
offering 45 mgjors, 35 mnors and 30 graduate prograns, on a beautiful
45-acre canpus; and

WHEREAS, Wth great admration, this Legislative Body is proud to
pay tribute to this emnent college which stands at the threshold of the
future with its |egacy of outstanding achi evenents and its inpressive
body of distinguished alumi; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate 50 years of wonen at lona College to be celebrated with a
Ki ck-Of Reception in Septenber of 2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Iona Coll ege.



