Senate Resolution No. 1932
BY: Senat or MAYER

CONGRATULATI NG Karen Bl unent hal upon the occasion
of her retirenent after nearly 30 years of
di stingui shed service to Student Advocacy, |Inc.

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to honor and
recogni ze those dedicated professionals, who strive to enhance the
qual ity of educat i on for our students, and whose character,
acconpl i shnents and community contributions inspire all citizens of this
great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Karen Bl unent hal upon the occasion of her retirenent after
nearly 30 years of distinguished service to Student Advocacy, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, Well-known for addressing attendance problens and chronic
absenteeismin relationship to student success, Karen Blunenthal's
efforts have played a vital role in bringing attention to strong,
effective attendance policies and practices which have had a positive
| npact on schools and districts throughout Wstchester County, New York;
and

VHEREAS, Karen Bl unent hal has dedicated her |I|ife and career to
| mprovi ng the educational opportunities for all children; and

VWHEREAS, | n June of 1989, Karen Blunmenthal began her illustrious
career wth Student Advocacy, 1Inc., a nonprofit organization which
provi des an effective voice for children who face significant obstacles
in school, so they receive the resources they need to succeed
educationally and redi scover their lives; and

WHEREAS, Karen Bl unent hal has co-authored three Attendance Papers;
the 2017 paper, Strengthening School Attendance Policies and Practices,
di scusses how chroni c absence is now an accountability indicator in New
York's plan to inplement the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA); and

WHEREAS, |In addition, this extraordi nary wonan has published a great
deal of work on various topics such as adoption, foster care, and
children and fermal e prisoners; she nost recently authored, Solutions Not
Suspensions Intervention Quide: A Planning GQuide to Pronpbte Alternatives
t o Suspensions; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering comrmtnent to education,
Karen Blumenthal has also served as an instructor at the University of
Maryl and School of Social Wrk and as an adjunct |ecturer at Colunbia
Uni versity School of Social Wrk; and

WHEREAS, Prior to her role at Student Advocacy, Karen Bl unent ha
served the Children's Defense Fund as a consultant in 1974, and |later
transitioned to Special Services for Children in New York City; and



VWHEREAS, After several years, Karen Blunenthal turned her attention
to Westchester area children, working with various organi zati ons such as

Children's Village, United Way of Westchester and Famly Services of
West chester; through her tireless work with these groups, she has made a
significant inpact on the lives of countless children and famlies; and

WHEREAS, The Westchester County conmunity is indeed fortunate and
bl essed to have had such a dedi cated and respected educational | eader;
her wi sdom and contri butions reached into every classroom truly naking
a difference in the lives of those |ucky enough to have worked with her;
and

WHEREAS, A significant contributor to education in New York State,
Karen Bl umenthal has continually denonstrated an inpressive dedi cati on,
an unparall el ed devotion and an unrenmitting enthusiasmfor the quality
of the educational progranms and opportunities offered in her comunity;
and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the occurrence of such a conpassionate
blending of strength, |eadership, intellect, and commtnent as that
denonstrated by Karen Blunmenthal over a Ilifetinme of sacrifice and
dedi cation to others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Karen Bl unent hal upon the occasion of her retirenent, and to w sh
her conti nued success in all her future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Karen Bl unent hal



