Senate Resolution No. 191

BY: Senator Rl VERA

LEGQ SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori alizing Governor
Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim April 27, 2019, as
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
concerns that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonpo to proclaim Saturday, April 27

2019, as Prescription Drug Take-Back Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Prescription Drug Take-Back
Day; and

WHEREAS, National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day was initiated in
2010 by the United States Departnent of Justice Drug Enforcenent
Adm nistration (DEA) in an attenpt to rid homes of accunul ated unwant ed,
unused or expired prescription drugs in a safe and convenient way, while
educat i ng t he general public about the potential for abuse of
nmedi cati ons; and

VWHEREAS, Unwant ed, unused or expired nedications that [languish in
home nedi ci ne cabinets or nedications that are not disposed of properly
are highly susceptible to diversion, msuse and abuse; and

WHEREAS, According to the DEA, a mmpjority of abused prescription
drugs are obtained from famly and friends, including fromthe hone
medi ci ne cabinet; and

VWHEREAS, Rates of prescription drug abuse in the United States are
alarmingly high, as are the nunber of accidental poisonings and
overdoses due to these drugs; and

VWHEREAS, Anong teenagers in the United States, prescription and
over-the-counter nmnedications are the nost commonly abused drugs after
marijuana; al nost 60% of 12th graders who mi sused prescription narcotic
medi cations said they were given to themby a friend or relative; and

WHEREAS, The proper way to dispose of drugs is to take the
medi cations to a schedul ed collection event or take themto a drop box
| ocation; Prescription Drug Take-Back Day pronotes drug abuse prevention
and public safety by providing communities with an environnentally-safe,
"no-questions asked" location to turn in prescription drugs that are no
| onger needed or are expired; and

VWHEREAS, During the National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day held in
Sept enber of 2015, Anericans turned in 350 tons of prescription drugs at
nore than 5,000 sites operated by the DEA and nore than 3,800 of its



state and | ocal |aw enforcenent partners; and

WHEREAS, Since the inaugural National Prescription Drug Take-Back
Day in 2010, the DEA and its partners have collected nore than 5.5
mllion pounds of prescription drugs or approximately 2,750 tons of
pills; and

VWHEREAS, Unused nedications which are flushed down the toilet or
poured down the sink can al so harmour water bodies and inpact aquatic
life when they enter the water supply; low | evels of various drugs have
been found in | akes, rivers and streans, causing harmto fish and other
wildlife;, there is also concern that drug-resistant bacteria nay devel op
because of | ong-term exposure to |ow | evels of antibiotics; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious issue, and nore nust be done to increase know edge and
attentiveness at both the State and local levels to protect both the
environment and the citizens of the State of New York; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim April 27, 2019, as
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transnmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



