Senate Resolution No. 1815
BY: Senat or MAYER

COVMENDI NG the Al bani an- Amrerican comunity in New
York State upon the occasion of the Annual Parade
and Annual | ndependence Day Cel ebrations

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
and character of life in this great Enpire State is indelibly enriched
by immgrant-Anmerican comunities that work hard to contribute to
comunity life; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Al bani an- American community in New York State wupon the
occasion of the Annual Parade and Annual | ndependence Day Cel ebrations;
and

VWHEREAS, The first Al banian docunented to have emigrated to the
United States was Kole Kristofori, who |landed in Boston in the early
1880s and is renenbered as the pioneer of the Al banian ethnic group in
the US.; it was not until the 1900s that a | arge nunber of Al bani ans
reached the U. S. East Coast; and

VWHEREAS, After World War |1l the Al banians who emgrated to the U S
were nostly political emgrants; in the 1990s, many Al banians from
Al bani a, Montenegro, Serbia, and the Republic of Macedonia emgrated to
the United States as refugees of war; and

VWHEREAS, As of 2012, there were over 60,000 Al bani an-Anericans in
New York, the |argest Al banian conmunity in the United States, and

VWHEREAS, The nost prom nent comunities of Al banian-Anmericans in New
York are in the Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn, Staten I|Island, Wstchester, and
Yonkers; and

VWHEREAS, Many Al bani an- Aneri cans experienced severe political or
ethnic persecution before noving to America, and they are extrenely
grateful for the freedons afforded to all in Anmerica; and

VWHEREAS, The Al bani an-Anerican comunity in New York immgrated to
the United States for a better |ife for thenselves, their children, and
the generations after them and

VWHEREAS, They have a strong entrepreneurial spirit and nanage sone
of the nobst successful restaurants in our comrunities focusing on
Al banian or Italian-Anmerican cuisine; Albanian cuisine is also rising in
prom nence and popularity wth Al bani an bakeries selling burek, fli, and
tol I unba; and

VHEREAS, Al bani an- Anericans al so have a notable stake in New York's
real estate market, nmanaging substantial properties throughout the
tri-state area; and



VWHEREAS, Many Al bani an- Anericans imnmgrated to the United States for
better educational opportunities for thenselves and their children, and
have thrived in New York; and

VWHEREAS, Al bani an- Aneri cans can be found serving New York
comunities as police officers, nurses, teachers, |awers, doctors,
fi nanci ers, and ot her notabl e professions; and

WHEREAS, Many Al bani an- Aneri cans have becone involved in New York's
civic life, with the nost notabl e Al bani an-American politician serving
on the New York Gty Council, Mark Gonaj, representing the 13th Cty
Council district; before serving on the New York City Council, M.
G onaj served as a New York State Assenbly Menber for the 80th District
from 2012 to 2017; prior to that, M. Gonaj was the Bronx Conmm ssioner
of the New York City Taxi and Linousine Comm ssion; and

VWHEREAS, Al bani an- Ameri can New Yorkers are also |eaving their mark
on the arts; pop artist Bleta "Bebe" Rexha was born in Brooklyn, New
York, to Albanian parents and was nom nated for two G amy Awards in
2019; and

VWHEREAS, In 2019, Al bani an-Anerican Yonkers resident Fl ori nda
Kajtazi won the Mss New York USA 2019 conpetition and she represented
the State of New York at the 68th M ss USA pageant; and

WHEREAS, Every vyear, the Albanian-Anmerican conmunity hosts an
Al banian parade in New York City to celebrate the contributions and
acconpli shnents of the Al bani an-American community in New York; and

WHEREAS, The Al bani an-Anmerican community also hosts an annual
cel ebration in New York of the Al banian | ndependence Day on Novenber 28,
1912; and

VWHEREAS, WMany Al bani an- Anericans also recognize and hold annual
celebrations for the Kosova declaration of independence from Serbia on
July 2, 1990; and

WHEREAS, The strength of our great Enpire State is boosted by
not abl e di verse communities fromevery part of the world, and this
Legi sl ative Body is pleased to take a nonent to recognize the
Al bani an- Aneri can community in New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend the Al banian-Anmerican comunity in New York State upon the
occasi on of the Annual Parade and Annual |ndependence Day Cel ebrations;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to representatives of the Al banian-Anerican community
t hroughout the State of New York.



