Senate Resolution No. 1617
BY: Senat or ADDABBO

COMVENDI NG Ricky Byrd upon the occasion of being
selected as an honoree for this year's Italian
Anerican Day on June 3, 2019

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic humanity anong
us all; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Ri cky Byrd upon the occasion of being selected as an honoree for
this year's Italian Anmerican Day to be cel ebrated on Monday, June 3,
2019; and

WHEREAS, Ricky Byrd is a part of rock 'n roll royalty; he is a
wel | -recogni zed nusi ci an who was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame as the lead guitarist and forner original nenber of Joan Jett and
The Bl ackhearts; since that tine, he has also recorded or toured wth
Roger Daltrey, lan Hunter, Southside Johnny and many ot her tal ented
nmusi ci ans; and

WHEREAS, Mbst recently, Ricky Byrd has been conmbining his |ove for
music with his passion and m ssion to change the stigma surroundi ng drug
and al cohol wuse; he hopes to break down the barriers and spread the
nmessage of hope, education, awareness and addiction resources to his
audi ences; and

WHEREAS, A man |living in long termrecovery, R cky Byrd uses the
heal i ng powers of nusic to notivate those early in recovery or stil
struggling, along wth their famly nmenbers; whether it is through his
vari ous speaki ng appearances, concert events, nmusic outreach sessions,
smal | recovery nusic groups, or prevention prograns, he is dedicated to
I nspiring change; and

WHEREAS, As a songwiter, who now often focuses on recovery |yrics,
Ricky Byrd strives to make people laugh, cry and think; he has played
his songs in the nost intimate of roonms as well as to hundreds of
t housands all over the world; and

WHEREAS, Ricky Byrd truly believes nusic therapy and the open
di scussi on which follows can | ead broken souls to find a little bit of
happi ness and encouragenent to nove forward; his latest CD, C ean
Get away, offers nessages of hope and inspiration for those seeking
sobriety; and

WHEREAS, For his steadfast and unremtting commtnent to hel ping
those struggling with addictions, R cky Byrd was the recipient of the
2017 Drug Free Heroes Award by Foundation For a Drug free Wrld; and



WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our

attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Ri cky Byrd upon the occasion of being selected as an honoree for
this year's Italian Anerican Day on June 3, 2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Ricky Byrd.



