Senat e Resol ution No. 1403
BY: Senat or MAYER

CONGRATULATI NG Mariano Rivera upon the occasion of
his election into the National Baseball Hall of Fame
i n Cooperstown, New York, on July 21, 2019

WHEREAS, It is with great pride that this Legislative Body commends
t hose exceptional athletes who represented the State of New York and
brought honor to the ganme of professional baseball, distinguishing
t hensel ves t hrough not abl e achievenent and thereby representing this
great Enpire State with exceptional dignity and determ nation; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratulate Mariano Rivera upon the occasion of his election into the
Nat i onal Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s auspi ci ous occasion will be celebrated at the Annual
I nduction Cerenony on Sunday, July 21, 2019, at the Cark Sports Center
I n Cooper stown; and

WHEREAS, Mariano Rivera, the career saves |eader whose el egant
efficiency helped the Yankees wn five Wrld Series, becane the first
pl ayer ever elected unaninmously to the Baseball Hall of Fanme; he was
named on all 425 of the ballots cast by nenbers of the Baseball Witers'
Associ ation of Anmerica; and

VHEREAS, Born on Novenber 29, 1969, Mariano Rivera was a
Panamani an- Aner i can prof essional baseball pitcher who played 19 seasons
in Myjor League Baseball for the New York Yankees, from 1995 to 2013;
his last day on the nound was on Septenber 26, 2013, at Yankee Stadium
when he pitched 1 1/3 innings with no hits against the Tanpa Bay Rays;
and

VWHEREAS, Mariano Rivera, affectionately known to many as Mo or the
Sandman, was a Kkey starter in the Yankees' 1996 chanpi onship run and
took over as the teamis closer in 1997, the year he discovered his
devastating cut fastball, which broke hundreds of bats with its hard,
| ate novenent into the hands of |eft-handers; and

VWHEREAS, At the end of his exceptional 18-year career with the New
York Yankees, Mariano Rivera had recorded 952 ganes finished, 652 saves
with a 2.21 ERA the |lowest in baseball history for anyone born after
1889 (and with a mninmum of 1,000 major-| eague innings); and

VWHEREAS, Mariano Rivera was also a tal ented postseason perforner; he
was nanmed both the 1999 World Series and 2003 Anerican League MVP, and
hol ds several postseason records, including | owest ERA of 0.70 and nopst
saves, 42, which matches his uniform nunber which has been officially
retired; and

WHEREAS, This exceptional athlete was recognized for his athletic



prowess and talent through tw awards naned after him the Anerican
League Reliever of the Year and the Best Designated Hitter; and

WHEREAS, A 13-time All-Star, Mariano Rivera was the recipient of
five American League Rol aids Relief Man Awards and three Delivery Man of
the Year Awards, and finished in the top three in voting for the
Anmeri can League Cy Young Award four tines; and

VWHEREAS, A resident of New Rochelle, New York, Mriano Rivera has
been invol ved in numerous worthy causes and organi zations through the
Mariano Rivera Foundation; in 2014, he renovated a 107-year old,
| ong-vacant church for his wife's mnistry, Refuge of Hope; and

VWHEREAS, A true humanitarian and a devout Christian, Mariano Rivera
also helped the Friends of the New Rochelle Public Library raise funds
for a new bookstore, offered a scholarship to the College of New
Rochel | e and hel ped to distribute backpacks and school supplies to |ocal
children; and

WHEREAS, Wth him throughout have been his wife, Cara, and their
three children, Jafet, Mariano Jr., and Jaziel, all of whom have shown
him | ove and support and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, A consummate professional and regarded as one of the best
closing pitchers of all tine, Mariano R vera' s exenplary performances
for vari ous basebal | teams were reflective of his dedication,
determ nation and personal conm tnent; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the entire period of his outstanding athletic
career, Mariano Rivera stood constant in dignity, good grace and hunor,
and earned the respect and admration of his coaches, teammates and
opponents; and

VWHEREAS, A gifted athlete, Mariano Rivera was and continues to be a
renowned rol e nodel in the sport of professional baseball; his character
and achi evenents stand as a sterling exanple and inspiration to all who
woul d aspire to success; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Mariano Rivera upon the occasion of his election into the
Nati onal Baseball Hall of Fanme in Cooperstown, New York, on July 21,
2019; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mari ano Rivera.



