Senat e Resol ution No. 1402
BY: Senat or MAYER

COMVENDI NG President Thomas J. Schwarz upon the
occasion of his retirenent after 17 years of
dedi cat ed service to Purchase College, State
Uni versity of New York

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to take note of
and publicly acknow edge individuals of renmarkable integrity and
character whose endeavors have enhanced the quality of education in this
great State; and

WHEREAS, The result of many individual efforts, the excell ence and
success of Purchase College is due in large part to the efforts of
Presi dent Thomas J. Schwarz; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend President Thonmas J. Schwarz upon the occasion of his retirenent
after 17 vyears of dedicated service to Purchase College, State
University of New York; this auspicious occasion wll be cel ebrated at
an event on Wednesday, May 8, 2019; and

WHEREAS, |In 2002, Thomas J. Schwarz began his distinguished career
at Purchase College, working to restore its financial strength and
stability; one year later, he becane the fifth President of the Coll ege,
the position fromwhich he wll officially retire in 2019; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure, President Thonas J. Schwar z
acconpl i shed nunerous goals which pronoted his m ssion of providing an
envi ronnment where students are given the necessary tools and support to
succeed; he oversaw the creation of the Learning and Advising Centers,
and coordinated with Student Affairs and Academic Affairs to form the
St udent Success Unit; and

WHEREAS, In addition, President Thomas J. Schwarz supervised the
restructuring of the academ c adm nistration and encouraged the growth
of interdisciplinary prograns including the College' s highly regarded
School of Filmand Media Studies; his tireless efforts to integrate the
Neuberger Miseum of Art and the Performng Arts Center with Academ c
Affairs have provi ded exceptional opportunities for students and the
comunity to take greater advantage of these cultural assets; and

WHEREAS, Under the Ilum nous |eadership of President Thomas J.
Schwarz, retention rates for all classes have steadily inproved, the
four-year graduation rate increased from35%to 53% and the College's
si x year graduation rate of 63%far exceeds the national average; and

WHEREAS, Devoted to sustainability and environmental conservation,
President Thomas J. Schwarz was one of the original signatories on the
Anerican College and University Presi dent s’ Climte Commi t ment ,
prom sing Purchase College would follow a tineline and take certain



steps to achieve climate neutrality; and

VWHEREAS, President Thomas J. Schwarz was also instrunental in the
environmentally sensitive and award-w nning renovation of the central
canpus plaza, the addition of recycling prograns and the integration of
these prograns into courses of study, and the achievenent of LEED
standards for all new and refurbished buildings; his focus on water
quality and energy conservation reflects his ongoing conmtnment to
sustainability and has earned the college a designation as one of the
greenest colleges in the SUNY system and

VWHEREAS, President Thomas J. Schwarz's desire to restore the beauty
and increase accessibility of the canpus led to over $400 mllion in
capital construction and rehabilitation of academc and residential
buildings including Student Services, the Center for Media, Film and
Theatre, the Durst Humanities Building, the Neuberger Miseum of Art,
Alumi Village, Fort Awesone and Wayback; and

VWHEREAS, Furt her nore, t hr ough President Thomas J. Schwarz's
strategic thinking and quest for ways to secure the future, Purchase
Col | ege Foundation-Charitable Entities' investment portfolio grew from
$35 million to $95 mllion over the past decade; the Foundation also
enabled the <creation of unique revenue streans for the college,
i ncludi ng the Park2Fly airport parking service and upon conpletion, the
Br oadvi ew Seni or Living Coommunity; and

WHEREAS, An ardent supporter of Purchase College's students, faculty
and staff, President Thonmas J. Schwarz has proudly attended countl ess
exhi bitions, performances, athletic events, concerts, plays, readings,
scientific presentations and alummi events on canpus, in New York City
and beyond; and

WHEREAS, A significant contributor to education in New York State,
President Thomas J. Schwarz has continually denponstrated an i npressive
dedi cation, an unparalleled devotion and an unremtting enthusiasm for
the quality of the educational prograns and opportunities offered at
Purchase Col |l ege for the benefit of its faculty and students, as well as
for the entire conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, Through President Thomas J. Schwarz's |egacy of sound
| eadership and gui dance, Purchase Coll ege, State University of New York
stands strong and proud, academ cally, financially, and environnentally;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend President Thomas J. Schwarz upon the occasion of his retirenent
after 17 years of dedicated service to Purchase College, State
University of New York, and to wi sh himcontinued success in all of his
future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to President Thomas J. Schwarz.



