Senate Resolution No. 1100
BY: Senator Rl VERA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
April 21-27, 2019, as Syphilis Awareness Wek in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
di seases that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimApril 21-27, 2019, as
Syphilis Awareness Wek in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Syphilis is a sexually transnmtted disease (STD) that can
cause serious health problens if not treated; and

WHEREAS, Syphilis is treatable wth antibiotics prescribed by a
heal th care provider; and

WHEREAS, Syphilis synptons can be mld and painless, so many of
those infected may not be aware; and

WHEREAS, Syphilis is divided into stages (prinmary, secondary,
| atent, and tertiary), and at any stage, can cause neurological danmage
for the person infected; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, rates of syphilis infection has
i ncreased by 74 percent between 2012 and 2016; and

VWHEREAS, One new case of syphilis occurs approximately every 20
m nut es; and

VWHEREAS, Pregnant wonen with syphilis can pass along the infection
to their unborn baby, and there has been an 87 percent increase in cases
of congenital syphilis between 2012 and 2016; and

WHEREAS, Having syphilis while pregnant can lead to a low birth
wei ght baby or other serious conplications , and two of every five
i nfants born with congenital syphilis are stillborn or die prematurely;
and

VWHEREAS, The LG&BT comunity can be particularly at-risk for
contracting syphilis, with 58 percent of syphilis cases occurring in nen
who engage in intercourse with other nen; and

WHEREAS, Men are seven tinmes as likely to contract syphilis than
wonen; and

WHEREAS, African Anericans are five tines as likely to contract
syphilis than any other race or ethnicity; and



VWHEREAS, The rates of syphilis anongst people ages 65 years and
ol der have nore than doubl ed between 2012 and 2016; and

VWHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious disease, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 21-27, 2019, as
Syphilis Awareness Wek in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



