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STATE OF NEW YORK

3420

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 29, 2019

Introduced by M of A WALKER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to pre-clearance of
voting-rel ated regul ati ons and policies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 8 of the election law is anended by adding a new
title 6 to read as foll ows:

TITLE WV
PRE- CL EARANCE
Section 8-600. Pre-clearance.

8 8-600. Pre-clearance. 1. To ensure that the right of citizens who
reside in New York to vote is not denied or abridged on account of race,
color, or language mnority status through the enforcenent of a voting-
related reqgul ation, procedure or policy that is enacted or administered
after the effective date of this section, the following voting-rel ated
regulations, and policies shall be subject to pre-clearance by the
attorney general pursuant to this title.

2. Before the state board of elections or any local board of elections
enacts or inplenents any changes in voting qualification, prerequisites
to voting, adninistration, regulations, policies, practices or proce-
dures with respect to voting affecting: (a) a county with a popul ation
conprised, in the aggregate, of at least ten percent of nenbers of a
protected class over the preceding decade, as determ ned by the five-
year estimates of the United States Census Anerican Conmmunity Survey,
(b) a county which has been subject to a court order or governnent
enforcenent action based upon a finding of a discrimnatory practice
denial or abridgnent of the right to vote of a nenber of the protected
class within the past ten years, or (c) a county that was previously
subject to pre-clearance under Section 5 of the Voting R ghts Act of
1965 and has not been granted a decree granting exenption from such
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pre-cl earance requirenents, nust submit such changes to the state attor-
ney general for approval. This section shall not apply to any changes
nade pursuant to | aw

3. The subm ssion seeking pre-clearance approval of such changes shal
be made., in witing, to the civil rights bureau of the attorney gener-
al's office, with a copy provided contenporaneously to the state board
of elections if made by a county board of elections. The attorney gener-
al shall, based on the criteria stated in subdivision one of this
section, indicate objections or approval of such subnission, in witing,
within sixty days following the receipt of such subm ssion.

4. For purposes of this section, "protected class" shall nean a class
of voters who are nenbers of a race, color or |anguage mnority group
as this class is referenced and defined in the Voting Rights Act of 1965
(52 U.S.C. Sec. 10101 et seq.).

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




