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Introduced by M of A RA MDONOUGH RAIA 4 G.IO GARBARI NO, FRIEND,

PALMESANO -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A  BARCLAY, BLANKENBUSH
CROUCH, RICHARDSON -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the comm ssioner of
educati on granting schools variances for alternative assessnents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 57 to read as foll ows:

57. a. The comm ssioner shall grant schools variances for alternative
assessnents that may be substituted for certain assessments specified in
requl ati ons pronul gated by the departnent.

b. An "alternative assessnent" nust neet the following criteria:

(i) shall neasure the state learning standards for the respective
content area;

(ii) shall be at least as rigorous as the corresponding required state
assessnent ;

(iii) shall be consistent with technical criteria for validity, reli-
ability, and freedomfrom bias; and

(iv) this is to include, but not be linmted to: portfolio-based
assessnents.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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