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Introduced by M of A GOITFRI ED, D URSO, SEAWRI GHT, LUPARDO -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to the definition of
pal liative care

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 4012-b of the public health law, as added by chap-
ter 195 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 4012-b. Hospice palliative care [p;egLan+L9;—pe¢sens—a++h—ad¥aneeé
and—progressive—disease]. 1. Notwi thstandi ng any inconsistent provision
of this article to the contrary, a hospice nay also offer a program of
palliative care for patients wth advanced [anrd—progressive—disease]
life-limting conditions and illnesses and their fanmlies. Such a
program may be provided by a hospice issued a certificate of approval
pursuant to section [ferty—hundred] four thousand four of this article,

acting al one or under contract with a certified hone health agency, |ong
term honme health care program |icensed honme care services agency or
Al DS hone care program as such terns are defined in section thirty-six
hundred two of this chapter. Nothing in this section shall preclude the
provision of palliative care by any other health care provider otherw se
aut hori zed to provide such services.

2. For the purposes of thls sectlon [Lhe—ieLLem+ng—%e#ns—shaLL—nean—

()] "Palliative care" neans the active, interdisciplinary care of
patients with advanced, life-limting illness, focusing on relief of
di stressing physical and psychosocial synptons and neeting spiritua
needs. Its goal is achievenent of the best quality of life for patients
and fanmili es.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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