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STATE OF NEW YORK

4363

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 10, 2017

Introduced by Sen. PERSAUD -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the state finance law, in relation
to creating a firearm violence research institute; and naking an
appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 239-c
to read as foll ows:

8 239-c. New York state firearm violence research institute. 1
Institute fornmation and goals. The New York state firearm violence
research institute, hereinafter the "institute", is hereby created wth-
in the university. The purposes of the institute shall include:

(a) advising the governor, governnental agencies, the regents, and the
legislature on matters relating to firearmviolence in New York state;

(b) fostering., pursuing and sponsoring collaborative firearmviol ence
research;

(c) increasing understanding by establishing and reporting on what is
known and what is not known about firearm violence of the state;

(d) identifying priority needs for firearm violence research and
inventory work within New York that currently are not receiving adequate
attention, and identifying public or private entities that are best
situated to address such needs., thereby leading to better coordination
of firearmviolence research efforts in the state;

(e) pronpting awareness of existing and new sources of firearm
violence information and firearmviolence while educating el ected offi-
cials, governnental agencies, and the general public on firearmviolence
i ssues through such neans as it nmay deternine

(f) organi zing and sponsoring neetings on firearmviolence topics;

(g) encouraging the establishnent of networks of collaborating experts
engaged in related aspects of firearmviol ence research:;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(h) raising sensitivity to firearmviol ence concerns anong state and
local governnment agencies, and serving as a forumfor enhanced intera-
gency information sharing and cooperation;

(i) recommending priority activities for funding through the firearm
viol ence research fund, created pursuant to section ninety-seven-j of
the state finance | aw

(j) working on a continuing basis with policynmakers in the |legislature
and state agencies to identify, inplenent, and evaluate innovative
firearmviolence prevention policies and prograns;

(K) recruiting and providing specialized training opportunities for
new researchers, including experienced investigators in related fields
who are beginning work on firearmviolence, young investigators who have
conpleted their education. postdoctoral scholars., doctoral students, and
under gr aduat es;

(1) supplenenting its own research by admnistering a small grants
program for research on firearm violence, funded through a research
account in the firearmviolence research fund pursuant to section nine-
ty-seven-j of the state finance law. Al research funds shall be awarded
on the basis of scientific nerit as determned by an open., conpetitive
peer review process that assures objectivity, consistency, and high
quality. Al qualified investigators, regardless of institutional affil-
iation, shall have equal access and opportunity to conpete for the funds
in such research account. The institute shall require the use of a
rigorous peer review process for the selection of grants awarded under
this program and shall be npdeled after the process used by the national
institutes of health in its grantnaking process; and

(m providing copies of their research publications to the legislature
and to agencies supplying data used in the conduct of such research as
soon as is practicable follow ng publication.

2. Research. The institute shall foster, pursue, and sponsor basic,
translational., and transformative research, field studies, and all other
such activities to research:

(a) the nature of firearmyviolence, including individual and societal
deternminants of risk for involvenent in firearmviolence, whether as a
victimor a perpetrator;

(b) the individual, comunity, and societal consequences of firearm
vi ol ence;

(c) the prevention and treatnent of firearmviolence at the individ-
ual, conmmunity, and societal levels; and

d) the effectiveness of existing laws and policies intended to reduce
firearmviolence, including the crimnal msuse of firearns, and efforts
to pronpte the responsible ownership and use of firearns.

3. Education and infornmation transfer prograns. The institute shal
foster the collection, transfer, and application of firearm violence
information in the state by:

(a) fostering access, conpatibility, interchange, and synthesis of
data about firearmviolence nmaintained by public entities, academ c and

research institutions, and private organi zations;
(b) enpl oying advanced technology to coordinate for ease of use of the

scattered firearmviol ence resources of the state; and

(c) supporting the preparation and publication of interpretative works
that draw upon firearm viol ence resources.

4. Quinquennial reports. The institute shall prepare and submt a
report on or before January first, two thousand eighteen and every five

years thereafter to the governor and the |egislature describing prograns
undertaken or sponsored by the institute, the status of know edge
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regarding the state's firearmviolence, and research needs related ther-
et o.

5. Executive committee. The institute shall be guided by an executive
conm ttee. Menbers of the conmmittee shall be from varying backgrounds
with nenbers selected fromthe scientific comunity, academ ¢ comunity,
as well as from governnment service. Such committee shall consist of
sevent een nmenbers including the conm ssioner, the conm ssioner of crim-
nal justice services, the conm ssioner of health, the chancellor of the
university or their designees, seven at |arge nenbers appointed by the
governor, one of whom shall be chairperson, two nenbers appointed by the
tenporary president of the senate, one nenber appointed by the minority
| eader of the senate, two nenbers appointed by the speaker of the assem
bly and one nenber appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly.
Appoi nt ed nenbers shall serve for a termof three years, provided that
such nenbers may be reappointed. The executive conmittee shall

a adopt olicies rocedures, and criteria governing the prograns
and operations of the institute;

(b) recommend to the governor and leqgislature appropriate actions to
deal with firearmviolence within the state;

(c) develop and inplenent the research, education and infornation
transfer prograns of the institute;

(d) identify and rate proposals for firearmviol ence research;

(e) submt to the director of the budget, and the chairpersons of the
senate finance conmmttee and the assenbly ways and neans committee on
the first day of Cctober, two thousand seventeen and on or before August
first each year thereafter, a budget request for the expenditure of
funds available from the firearm violence research fund, for the
pur poses established by section ninety-seven-j of the state finance |aw
and

(f) nmeet publicly at least twice a year. The commttee shall wdely
dissemnate notice of its neetings at least two weeks prior to each
neeting. The commi ssioners on the executive conmttee and the chancellor
of the university shall aid in such dissemnhation

6. Scientific working group. The executive conmittee shall appoint a
scientific working group conposed of not nore than fifteen individuals
representing governnental agencies, acadenm c or research institutions,
educational organizations, the firearmindustry and related non-profit
organi zations. Menbers of the scientific working group shall have know
ledge and expertise in firearmyviolence research and shall serve for a
termof three years, provided, however that nmenbers nmay be reappointed
for nore than one termat the discretion of the executive conmmittee. The
scientific working group shall neke recommendations to the executive
conmttee with respect to:

(a) the identification of priority firearmviolence research needs in
the state;

(b) the developnent and inplenentation of the institute's research,
education, and information transfer prograns;

(c) the allocation and expenditure of funds fromthe firearm violence
research fund created pursuant to section ninety-seven-j of the state
finance law, and

(d) identification and rating of proposals for firearm violence
research.

7. lInstitute director. The institute shall have a director who shal
be appointed by the executive conmttee and shall after appointnent be
an enployee of the state university. The institute director shall serve
at the pleasure of the executive conmmittee. The institute director shal
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serve as chief admnistrative officer of the institute and provide the
necessary support for the executive conmttee.

8. Conpensation. The nenbers of the executive conmmittee and the scien-
tific working group shall serve without additional conpensation, but
shall be eligible to receive reinbursenent for their actual and neces-
sary expenses from the firearmyviolence research fund established by
section ninety-seven-j of the state finance law,  provided however,
nenbers of the executive conmittee representing state agencies may
receive reinbursenent for their actual and necessary expenses fromtheir
respective agencies. Menbers of the executive committee and scientific
working group shall be considered state enpl oyees for the purposes of
sections seventeen and nineteen of the public officers |aw

9. Menprandum of understanding. The departnent., the departnent of
health, the departnent of nptor vehicles, and the division of crimnal
justice services shall enter into a witten nenorandum of under st andi ng
to facilitate the appropriate inplenentation of the firearmviol ence
research institute and the goals, responsibilities, and prograns estab-
lished by this section.

8§ 2. The state finance law is anended by adding a new section 97-j to
read as foll ows:

8 97-j. Firearmviolence research fund. 1. There is hereby established
in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the conm ssioner of
taxation and finance a fund to be known as the firearmvi ol ence research
fund.

2. The firearm violence research fund shall consist of all npneys
credited or transferred thereto fromany other fund or source, including
any federal, state, or private funds, pursuant to law for the purposes
of firearmviolence research

3. Moneys in the firearmviolence research fund may be invested by the
conptroller pursuant to section ninety-eight-a of this article, and any
incone received by the conptroller shall be used for the purposes of
such fund.

4. The noneys held in or credited to the fund shall be expended for
the purposes set forth in this section, and may not be interchanged or
conmmingled with any other account or fund but may be commingled with any
other fund or account for investnent purposes.

5. Mmeys in the firearmviolence research fund, follow ng appropri-
ation by the legislature, shall be available to the New York firearm
violence research institute for firearmviolence research, education
and information transfer prograns as set forth in section two hundred
thirty-nine-c of the education |aw

§ 3. The sumof two mllion dollars ($2,000,000), or so nuch thereof
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the firearm violence
research fund out of any noneys in the state treasury in the genera
fund, for adm nistration of the New York state firearm viol ence research
institute.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
action, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for
the inmplenentation of this act on its effective date is authorized and
directed to be nade and conpleted by the conmi ssioner of education on or
bef ore such effective date.




