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STATE OF NEW YORK

834

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 5, 2017

Introduced by Sens. YOUNG RITCHE -- read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health Iaw and the insurance law, in relation
to rates of reinbursement for tel ehealth services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 2999-dd of the public health | aw, as added by chap-
ter 6 of the laws of 2015, is anended to read as foll ows:
8§ 2999-dd. Telehealth delivery of services. 1. Health care services

delivered by neans of telehealth shall be entitled to reinbursenent
under section three hundred sixty-seven-u of the social services |aw
2. An insurer shall reinburse a telehealth provider for covered

services delivered via telehealth on the sane basis and at the sanme rate
as established for the same service when not delivered via tel ehealth.

8§ 2. Subsection (a) of section 3217-h of the insurance law, as added
by chapter 6 of the |aws of 2015, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(a) An insurer shall not exclude fromcoverage a service that is
ot herwi se covered under a policy that provides conprehensive coverage
for hospital, nedical or surgical care because the service is delivered
via telehealth, as that term is defined in subsection (b) of this
section; provided, however, that an insurer may exclude from coverage a
service by a health care provider where the provider is not otherw se
covered wunder the policy. An insurer shall reinburse the telehealth
provider for covered services delivered via telehealth on the sane basis
and at the sanme rate as established for the sane service when not deliv-
ered via telehealth; and may subject the coverage of a service delivered
via telehealth to co-paynents, coinsurance or deductibles provided that
they are at least as favorable to the insured as those established for
the same service when not delivered via telehealth. An insurer may
subj ect the coverage of a service delivered via telehealth to reasonable
utilization managenment and quality assurance requirenents that are
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consistent with those established for the same service when not deliv-
ered via telehealth

8 3. Subsection (a) of section 4306-g of the insurance |aw, as added
by chapter 6 of the |aws of 2015, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(a) A corporation shall not exclude fromcoverage a service that is
ot herwi se covered under a contract that provides conprehensive coverage
for hospital, nedical or surgical care because the service is delivered
via telehealth, as that term is defined in subsection (b) of this
section; provided, however, that a corporation may exclude from coverage
a service by a health care provider where the provider is not otherw se
covered wunder the contract. A corporation shall reinburse the tele-
health provider for covered services delivered via telehealth on the
sane basis and at the sane rate as established for the sane service when
not delivered via telehealth; and rmay subject the coverage of a service
delivered via telehealth to co-paynents, coinsurance or deductibles
provided that they are at least as favorable to the insured as those
established for the sane service when not delivered via telehealth. A
corporation may subject the coverage of a service delivered via tele-
health to reasonable wutilization mnmanagement and quality assurance
requirements that are consistent wth those established for the same
servi ce when not delivered via tel ehealth.

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 4406-g of the public health law, as
added by chapter 6 of the laws of 2015, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. A health maintenance organi zation shall not exclude from coverage a
service that is otherw se covered under an enrollee contract of a health
mai nt enance organi zation because the service is delivered via tele-
health, as that termis defined in subdivision two of this section
provi ded, however, that a health maintenance organi zation may excl ude
fromcoverage a service by a health care provider where the provider is
not ot herw se covered under the enrollee contract. A health maintenance
organi zati on shall reinburse the telehealth provider for covered
services delivered via telehealth on the sane basis and at the sane rate
as established for the sanme service when not delivered via telehealth;
and may subject the coverage of a service delivered via telehealth to
co- paynents, coinsurance or deductibles provided that they are at | east
as favorable to the enrollee as those established for the sane service
when not delivered via telehealth. A health maintenance organi zati on may
subj ect the coverage of a service delivered via telehealth to reasonable
utilization managenent and quality assurance requirenments that are
consistent with those established for the sane service when not deliv-
ered via telehealth

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to al
policies and contracts issued, renewed, nodified, altered or anended on
or after January 1, 2017.




