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STATE OF NEW YORK

6246

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 11, 2017

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Par ks and Recreation

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw and
the education law, in relation to providing for the people's history
project and for classroominstruction therein

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The parks, recreation and historic preservation lawis
anended by adding a new section 19.07 to read as foll ows:

8 19.07 People's history project. 1. The legislature hereby finds and
declares that the history of New York state is replete with persons,
sites, and events, of both local and statewide inportance, that have
her et of ore been overl ooked by mainstream established history. Qur pres-
ent historical sites, and history as it is taught in our schools and
popularly recorded, fail to take into consideration the nultitude of
peoples who have built our state. New York is the state that has been
nost affected by the inmmgrant and various ethnic populations of this
country. It is also the state that was nost significant to the majority
of social and econonic novenents of the last four hundred years, yet our
recognition of historic personages and sites tends to overlook them |t
is time that we begin to recogni ze those fromevery background who have
contributed to the history of this state. Making such recognition wll
give new cause for pride to all the people and create new rol e nodels
for all our people. It wll also contribute to tourism especially
special niche tourism and consequently the econom c devel opnent of the
state, especially in areas that are underdeveloped economcally and
di sadvant aged.

2. The commissioner shall establish within the office a people's
hi story comm ttee. The nenbers of the conm ttee shall be appointed by
the conm ssioner and shall be representative of academ c and prof es-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD10619- 01- 7



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 6246 2

sional historians and nenbers of various local historical societies or
other such groups. The nenbers of the conmmittee shall serve w thout
conpensation, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses.

3. The people of the state may noni nate persons, sites, and events of
historical significance for inclusion in the people's history project.
These may be of local, regional or statewide (or even national) signif-
icance. The commttee, in consultation with |ocal historians, historica
societies, and other authorities, where appropriate, shall pass on the
nerits of the noni nees.

4. For nom nees approved by the committee, the office shall formally
add the office to the roll of the people's history project. Suitable
comenorative markers shall be erected at the appropriate |ocation or
locations. The office shall annually publish a people's history project
brochure listing the persons, sites, and events on the roll, together
with brief descriptions thereof and a map showi ng the |ocations thereof.

5. The people's history project shall not duplicate the functions of
other federal, state, or local historical prograns.

§ 2. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 801 of the education law, as
anended by chapter 574 of the |aws of 1997, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. In order to pronpte a spirit of patriotic and civic service and
obligation and to foster in the children of the state noral and intel-
| ectual qualities which are essential in preparing to neet the obli-
gations of citizenship in peace or in war, the regents of The University
of the State of New York shall prescribe courses of instruction in
patriotism citizenship, and human rights issues, with particular atten-
tion to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery (including the
freedom trail and wunderground railroad), the Hol ocaust, the people's
hi story project established pursuant to section 19.07 of the parks,
recreation and historic preservation |aw,_ and the mass starvation in
Ireland from 1845 to 1850, to be maintained and followed in all the
schools of the state. The boards of education and trustees of the
several cities and school districts of the state shall require instruc-
tion to be given in such courses, by the teachers enployed in the
schools therein. Al pupils attending such schools, over the age of
ei ght years, shall attend upon such instruction

Simlar courses of instruction shall be prescribed and maintained in
private schools in the state, and all pupils in such schools over eight
years of age shall attend upon such courses. |f such courses are not so
established and maintained in a private school, attendance upon instruc-
tion in such school shall not be deened substantially equivalent to
instruction given to pupils of like age in the public schools of the
city or district in which such pupils reside.

3. The regents shall determine the subjects to be included in such
courses of instruction in patriotism citizenship, and human rights
i ssues, with particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of
genocide, slavery (including the freedomtrail and underground rail -
road), the Hol ocaust, the people's history project established pursuant
to section 19.07 of the parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw,
and the mass starvation in Ireland from 1845 to 1850, and in the histo-
ry, neaning, significance and effect of the provisions of the constitu-
tion of the United States, the anmendnents thereto, the declaration of
i ndependence, the constitution of the state of New York and the anend-
ments thereto, and the period of instruction in each of the grades in
such subjects. They shall adopt rules providing for attendance upon such
instruction and for such other matters as are required for carrying into
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effect the objects and purposes of this section. The conm ssioner shal
be responsible for the enforcenent of such section and shall cause to be
i nspected and supervise the instruction to be given in such subjects.
The commr ssioner nmay, in his discretion, cause all or a portion of the
public school noney to be apportioned to a district or city to be wth-
held for failure of the school authorities of such district or city to
provide instruction in such courses and to conpel attendance upon such
instruction, as herein prescribed, and for a non-conpliance with the
rules of the regents adopted as herein provided.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law, provided that the comr ssioner of parks,
recreation and historic preservation and the comm ssioner of education
are authorized to pronmulgate any and all rules and regulations and take
any ot her neasures necessary to inplenment this act on its effective date
on or before such date



