OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

4492

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 16, 2017

Introduced by Sen. GOLDEN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT in relation to a report on the inpact of a tax deduction for
expenses of the adoption of a special needs child

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. 1. The office of children and famly services, in consulta-
tion with the departnment of taxation and finance, shall conplete a
report on the inpact of a tax deduction for expenses, including adoption
fees, nmedical and legal fees, court costs and any other rel ated expenses
paid or incurred by a taxpayer and attributed to the adoption of a
speci al needs child.

2. Such report shall include, but not be limted to:
(a) the trend of adoptions for special needs children over the past
ten years;

(b) how nany special needs children have been adopted in the past ten
years in the state of New York;

(c) the length of the waiting period prior to adoption for special
needs chil dren;

(d) the per-year out-of-pocket costs incurred by parents of speci al
needs children that would not be incurred by parents of children w thout
speci al needs; and

(e) the existing benefits available for adoptive parents of special
needs chil dren.

3. For purposes of this act, a child with special needs shall nean any
child who is wunder the age of twenty-one and who possesses a specific
physi cal, mental, or enotional condition or disability of such severity
or kind that, in the opinion of +the office of children and famly
services, would constitute a significant obstacle to the child's
adopt i on.
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4. The report required pursuant to this act shall be provided to the
governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the
assenbly, the minority |eader of the senate and the mnority | eader of
the assenbly, on or before July 30, 2018.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.



