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SEWARD -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
conmritted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to conpliance
with the federal Real 1D Act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known, and may be cited as the "New York
Renenbers Act".

8§ 2. Legislative intent. The |egislature hereby finds and declares the
fol | owi ng:

(a) That the federal Real ID Act, which was passed by Congress and
signed into lawin 2005, is a coordinated effort by the states and
federal governnent, intended to inprove the reliability and accuracy of
state-issued identification docunents, which serve to inhibit a terror-
ist's ability to evade detection by using fraudul ent identification

(b) That the standards established by the federal Real 1D Act resulted
from a Congressional study investigating the various factors which |ed
to the horrific tragedy that occurred on Septenber 11, 2001;

(c) That in addition to devel oping tanper proof technologies wthin
the identification card itself, states were directed to initiate a proc-
ess whereby the docunentation subnitted by an individual applying for a
state issued driver's license could be verified as authentic;

(d) That the verification requirenment was neant to ensure that terror-
ists were not issued identification cards based on the proffering of
forged or otherw se fake docunentation;

(e) That after ten years of non-conpliance, the departnment of notor
vehicles applied for, and received a one-year conpliance waiver fromthe
federal governnent;
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(f) That in addition to the security threat that further delay
presents, failure to conply could result in New Yorkers being denied
admittance to airports, federal facilities and mlitary bases as soon as
Cctober 2016; and

(g) That it is the intent of this legislature, by and through enact-
nment of this act, to neet or exceed the docunent and issuance standards
set forth in the federal Real ID Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-13), in
order to ensure the safety and security of our great state, and to
provide New Yorkers with a federally recogni zed and acceptable driver's
I'i cense.

8§ 3. Section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-a. Conpliance with federal Real ID Act. (a) Notwithstanding any
provision of law, rule or regulation to the contrary, that in the issu-
ance of a driver's license under this chapter, the departnment shall only
issue or reissue upon application for renewal or replacenent, driver's

licenses which comply with section 202 of title Il of the federal Rea
D Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-13) and which are acceptable for federa
pur poses.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of law, rule or regulation to the
contrary, upon the subm ssion and verification of proper docunentation,
the departnent shall reissue to any current |licensee possessing a valid,

but non-conpliant state issued license, a driver's license which is
conmpliant with the federal Real ID Act and which is acceptable for
federal purposes. The departnent nmay not charge any fee or surcharge
for the reissuance of any license pursuant to this paragraph.

(c) On Decenber first of each year, the departnent shall subnit a
report to the governor and the legislature detailing any additiona
costs to the state resulting fromconpliance with the federal Real ID
Act (Public lLaw 109-13), in order for the state to request reinbursenent

fromthe federal governnent.

§ 4. The vehicle and traffic |law is amended by adding a new section
504-a to read as foll ows:

8 504-a. Conpliance with federal law. The conmi ssioner shall undertake
areview of all applicable federal laws and reqgulations, concerning the
i ssuance of driver's licenses and vehicle registrations, and shall issue
a report to the governor and |l egislature, on or before Decenber first of
each vyear, detailing the status of New York's conpliance with each and
every applicable federal law or reqgulation. The report shall expressly
identify any portion of federal law or reqgulation with which New York
state is not presently fully conplying with, and shall state any and al
reasons for the failure of the departnent to conply.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the departnent of
nmot or vehicles shall begin promulgating rules and regulations to effec-
tuate the provisions of this act.




