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STATE OF NEW YORK

4139

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 3, 2017

Introduced by Sen. TEDI SCO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to establishing a bacca-
| aureate and associ ate nursing assi stance program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 678-a
to read as follows:

8 678-a. Baccal aureate and associ ate nursing assistance program 1.
Definitions. For purposes of this section "approved institution”" neans
an institution |located in New York state that offers a national | eague

for nursing accredited programl|eading to an associate or baccal aureate
degree in nursing.

2. Establishnent. There is hereby established the baccalaureate and
associate nursing assistance programwi thin the departnent. The purpose
of such programshall be to provide |loans to persons in pursuit of a
nursing career in an approved institution.

3. Departnent's responsibilities. The departnent shall prepare and
supervi se the issuance of public infornation about the provisions of
this section; determine the eligibility of applicants; prescribe the
formand requlate the subm ssion of applications for l|oans; award the
appropriate loans; prescribe the notes or other acknow edgenents of the
| oan which the applicant is required to execute; and determ ne whether
all or any part of an applicant's |oan needs to be paid or excused from
paynent., and the extent of any paynent or excused paynent the departnent
nay require a loan recipient to reinburse the state for expenses,
including but not limted to attorney's fees, incurred by the departnent
or other agent of the state for a successful |legal action against the
recipient for a breach of any provision of the |oan agreenent.

4. Advisory council. The conmm ssioner is hereby authorized to estab-
lish and appoint an advisory council to assist in the adm nistration of
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such program the fornmulation of necessary rules and requlations, the
establishnent of standards for eligibility and any other matters rel ated
t hereto. The council shall consist of seven nenbers appointed for a
term of tw vyears. Fromtine to tine, but at |east once in every five
years, the advisory council shall make and publish an evaluation of the
programunder this section.

5. Eligibility. An applicant shall be eligible for a |oan under this
section if the departnent finds that:

(a) the applicant is enrolled in a nursing program at an approved
acadenmi c institution.

(b) the applicant has been a permanent legal resident of the state for
at least one yvear prior to submtting the application.

(c) the applicant is in need of financial assistance.

(d) the applicant is enrolled as a student in either a four year or
two year academ c program|eading to a degree in nursing.

6. Anmpount of loans. A loan may be made in an anmpunt not to exceed
twenty-five hundred dollars per year for living expenses and not to
exceed twenty-five hundred dollars per year for full-tinme tuition and
fees, up to a maximumof forty-five hundred dollars per year for a full-
tinme student or up to twenty-five hundred dollars per year for part-tine
students for tuition and fees, less any other state or federal assist-
ance received by an applicant to assist the applicant's pursuit of a

baccal aureate or associate degree in nursing. The departnent nmay grant

|l oans on a quarterly or seni-annual basis and shall require the appli-
cant to diligently pursue his/her studies and naintain good acadenic

st andi ng.
7. Repaynent of loans. In order to receive the assistance, each recip-
ient nust enter into a binding contract with the state to fulfill the

obligations incurred. Recipients who fail to conplete their studies due
to academ c failure or voluntary withdrawal or other actions on their
part nmust repay the full ampunt of the |loan with reasonable interest as
determ ned by the commissioner. Nursing students who receive |oans
through the program nmy repay their obligation to the programthrough
enploynent for one yvear in this state as a nurse for each year for which
assi stance was received provided, however, that part-tine students nay
repay their obligation to the programthrough enploynent for six nonths
inthis state as a nurse for each year for which assistance was
received.

8. Rules and requlations. The conm ssioner shall pronulgate such rules
and reqgulations as are necessary for the establishnment and adm nis-
tration of the programprovided for in this section.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that
effective imedi ately, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any
rules or regulations necessary for the inplenentation of the foregoing
section of this act on its effective date is authorized and directed to
be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




