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STATE OF NEW YORK

4114

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 3, 2017

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to prohibiting certain
unsolicited political tel ephone calls

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 1-108
to read as foll ows:

8 1-108. Political no call list. 1. For purposes of this section the
following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "state board" shall nean the New York state board of elections;

(b) "no political call list" or "no call list" shall nean a list of
persons in this state who do not wish to receive unsolicited politica
calls;

(c) "political candidate" shall nean an individual seeking election to
a public office of the state or of a county, nmunicipality, or schoo
district at an election in this state;

(d) "political organization" shall nean any "committee" as defined by
subdi vision six of section 1-104 of this chapter;

(e) "public solicitation" shall nmean any request or appeal, either
oral or witten, or any endeavor to obtain, seek or plead for funds,
property, financial assistance or other thing of value, including the
proni se or grant of any noney or property of any kind or value; and

(f) "unsolicited political call" shall nean a tel ephone call made by
or on behalf of a political candidate or political organization to a
person in this state for the purpose of inducing a public solicitation
or for the purpose of encouraging donations of volunteer tine or other
consideration to a political organization or political candidate.

2. The state board shall establish and naintain a no political cal
list. The state board shall provide notice to the general public of the
establishnent of a no political call list. Any person in this state who
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desires to be included on the no political call list shall notify the
state board by calling a toll-free nunber provided by the state board,
by transnmitting a request via electronic nmail, United States nmail, or in
any other manner as the state board may prescribe. A person included on
the no political call list shall be deleted fromthe list within thirty
days of receipt of a witten request to the state board fromthe person
to make the deletion. The state board shall update the |list not |ess
than nonthly and shall neke the no political call list available to
political organizations and political candidates and other persons upon
request.

3. A political organization or political candidate shall not make or
cause to be nade an unsolicited political call to any person in this
state whose nane and tel ephone nunber appear on the nost recent nonthly
no political call list nmade available by the state board pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section.

4, A violation of any provision of this section shall be an unl awf ul
practice except that a political organization or political candidate
shall not be liable for a call nmade in violation of subdivision three of
this section if the organization or candi date denpnstrates that:

(a) the organization or candidate established and inplenmented witten
procedures and trained its enployees to follow those procedures to
conply with subdivision three of this section; and

(b) the <call was an isolated call, nmade no nore than one tine in a
twel ve nonth period and was nmade i nadvertently.

5. The state board shall pronmulgate rules and regul ations necessary to
inplenent this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




