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STATE OF NEW YORK

3876

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 27, 2017

Introduced by Sen. RANZENHOFER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT establishing the school energy efficiency program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. At a cost annually of over $1 billion
dollars in utility costs, the energy costs for public schools in New
York need to be addressed to reduce such escalating costs and to all ow
for a redirection of such expenditures to inprove academ c performance
in our state. The legislature therefore finds that New York state shoul d
conduct a review of the project approval process to determ ne how best
to expedite the start of construction and inplenentation of school ener-
gy efficiency projects. Currently, energy projects are reviewed by the
same group at the New York state education departnent that is also
responsi ble for reviewing critical school district capital projects. The
process review should focus on how a higher priority nmght be given to
energy efficiency projects while at the sanme time ensuring that
m ssion-critical capital projects are not del ayed. Pursuing all cost-ef-
fective energy efficiency in New York state schools wll require that
many nore projects will need to be approved annually than have ever been
in the past. A streamined, transparent, and efficient review and
approval process is a necessary conponent of an increased effort to
pronote energy efficiency projects in schools.

8 2. School energy efficiency program 1. Establishment. There is
her eby established the school energy efficiency program Under this
program the department shall construct a proposal to streamine the
approval process for eligible entities pursuing the installation of
energy efficiency projects.

2. Proposal requirenents. The departnent through this program shall

a. denonstrate how energy efficiency project approval requests wll be
processed separately fromall other capital inprovenent applications;
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b. set a specific date for when the stream ined approval process shal
be in place; and

c. determne if any legislative action is necessary to nake the
stream i ned approval process operational

3. Report. The departnment shall report its findings, conclusions and
reconmendations to the governor, nmpjority |eader of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly by January 1, 20109.

4. Definitions. For purposes of this programthe follow ng terns shall
have the foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

a. "Departnent” shall nean the New York state education departnent.

b. "Eligible entity" shall mean any public elenmentary or secondary
school | ocated in New York state.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



