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STATE OF NEW YORK

2253

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2017

Introduced by Sen. LITTLE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the private housing finance law, in relation to residen-
tial ermergency services to offer home repairs to the elderly program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The private housing finance law is anmended by adding a new

article 28 to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 28
RESI DENTI AL EMERGENCY SERVI CES TO OFFER HOVE REPAI RS TO
THE ELDERLY PROGRAM

Section 1233. Statenent of legislative findings.

1234. Definitions.

1235. Residential energency services to offer hone repairs to

the elderly contracts.

8§ 1233. Statenent of legislative findings. The leqgislature hereby
finds and declares that there exists in New York state a need for finan-
cial resources to assist senior citizen honeowners with the cost of
addressing energencies and code violations that pose a threat to their
health and safety, or affecting the livability of their hone. Providing
assistance for the cost of making such critical repairs will enable nmany
seniors to continue to live independently in their own hones.

8§ 1234. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Corporation" shall nean the housing trust fund corporation estab-
lished in section forty-five-a of this chapter.

2. "Eligible applicant”" shall nmean a unit of |ocal governnment or not-
for-profit corporation in existence for a period of one or nore vyears
prior to application, which is, or will be at the tine of award, incor-

por at ed under the not-for-profit corporation law and has been engaged
primarily in housing and community devel opnent activities.
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3. "Residential energency services to offer hone repairs to the el der-
ly programs" shall nean a series of activities by an eligible applicant
to administer funds to provide either loans or grants to honeowners
sixty vyears of age or older, with a household incone of |ess than one
hundred percent of the area nedian incone, to oversee the adaptation or
retrofitting of eligible properties.

4. "Eligible property" shall nean a housing unit that is the prinary
residence of a person that is sixty vears of age or older and have a
househol d i ncone that does not exceed one hundred percent of the area
nedi an i hcone.

8 1235. Residential energency services to offer hone repairs to the
elderly contracts. 1. Wthin the limt of funds available in the resi-
dential energency services to offer hone repairs to the elderly program
the corporation is hereby authorized to enter into contracts with eligi-
ble applicants to provide financial assistance for the actual costs of a
residential energency services to offer hone repairs to the elderly
program The financial assistance shall be either in the formof grants
or loans, as the corporation shall determ ne. Funds nust be used for
one- to four-unit dwellings that are owned and occupied by eligible
households, and work undertaken cannot exceed ten thousand dollars per
building. No nore than fifty percent of the total anpunt awarded pursu-
ant to this article in any fiscal year shall be allocated to any resi-
dential energency services to offer hone repairs to the elderly program
located within any single municipality.

2. Fromthe date of the energency referral, the eligible applicant has
seventy-two hours to respond and inspect the eligible property; fromthe
date of the inspection and assessnment of energency repair need, the
eligible applicant nust start the repairs within seven cal endar days;
all repairs nust be conpleted within thirty calendar days of the start
of the repairs; or as otherw se determ ned by the corporation

3. The total paynent pursuant to any one contract shall not exceed
five hundred thousand dollars and the contract shall provide for
conpletion of the programwthin a reasonable period, as specified ther-
ein, which shall not in any event exceed three yvears fromits commence-
nent. Upon request, the corporation may extend the termof the contract
for up to two additional one year periods for good cause shown by the
eligible applicant.

4. The corporation shall authorize the eligible applicant to spend
seven and one-half percent of the contract ampunt for approved pl anning
and administrative costs associated with adm nistering the program

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i mediate-
ly, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




