Assenbl y Resol ution No. 94
BY: M of A Fahy

MOURNI NG the death of Charles Rodney Johnson,
nmeritorious veteran, distinguished citizen and
devoted nenber of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is with feelings of deepest regret that this Legislative
Body records the passing of Charles Rodney Johnson, a preem nent citizen
whose di stingui shed public service and caring conmtnent will |ong serve
as standards to which others mght aspire; and

WHEREAS, Charles Rodney Johnson, affectionately known as Charli e,
truly lived an amazing life; born on Septenber 13, 1932, to Janes
Hol dman Johnson and Bert Scrivener Johnson, he died on January 12, 2017,
at the age of 84; and

WHEREAS, Raised in Bruce, Mssissippi by his nother in a house
across fromthe [ ocal Baptist Church, Charlie Johnson was instilled with
an abiding desire for social justice and service to others froma young
age; and

WHEREAS, As a child, Charlie Johnson displayed a strong interest in
the mlitary and spent his days playing soldier, building forts and
fighting rubber bullet battles with his friends; he went on to attend
@Qulf Coast Mlitary Acadeny in Qlfport, Mssissippi, before being
accepted into the United States MIlitary Acadeny at Wst Point; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating from West Point in 1955, Charlie Johnson
was conm ssioned as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry; he then conpleted
Ai rborne School at Fort Benning before conpleting Ranger School; and

WHEREAS, Charlie Johnson's mlitary career took himon two tours of
duty in Vietnamas a Vi et nanese Ranger Advisor, an Qperations Oficer in
the Special QOperations Goup and finally as a Light Infantry Battalion
Commander in the 9th and 25th Infantry Divisions; he also served two
tours at West Point in the Physical Education Departnent and later in
the O fice of Intercollegiate Athletics; and

WHEREAS, In 1981, after nore than 26 years in the United States
Arny, Colonel Charlie Johnson retired while serving at Fort Devens as
t he Deputy Post Commander; and

WHEREAS, Charlie Johnson's first job after retirenent was at Cul ver
Academni es, where he nmet a young wonan naned Trudy Hall; after their
marriage, having conpleted a | ong, successful career in the mlitary, he
turned his considerable energies to supporting his wife in her career in
educati on; and

VWHEREAS, In 1999, the couple settled in Troy, New York, when Trudy
becanme the Head of Emma WIlard School, a preem nent boarding school for
girls; Charlie Johnson's unwavering dedication to Ema WIllard was on
display daily as he cheered on its sports teans, spoke to history



cl asses about his mlitary experiences, and generally served as a
grandfather figure for the entire school community; and

WHEREAS, Charlie Johnson was steadfastly dedicated to our nation's
veterans; he served on the North Al bany Anmerican Legion Post No. 1610,
VFW Post No. 8444, Veterans of Lansingburgh, the Renssel aer County
Vet erans Organi zation, and as a Stratton VA Medical Center Vol unteer DAV
Van Driver; and

VWHEREAS, In addition, he was on the board of trustees of Oakwood
Cenmetery, the New York State Governor's Comrission for State Veteran
Cenmeteries, and was especially honored to serve as a nmenber of the
board, then president of the Tri County Council Vietnam Era Veterans;
and

WHEREAS, Charlie Johnson served as the Grand Marshall of the Al bany
Vet erans Parade in 2008, as well as the Grand Marshall of Menorial Day
in Lansingburgh in 2011; that sanme year he was inducted into the New
York State Veterans' Hall of Fanme, and in 2014 he was named Veteran of
t he Year; and

WHEREAS, Wth a life-long devotion to West Point, his bel oved al m
mater, Charlie Johnson remained active in the Cass of 1955, serving as
Class President from 2010 to 2015; he was honored by his classnates with
a Distinguished Cassnmate Award in 2015, one of his nobst treasured
awar ds; and

WHEREAS, An advocate for the inportance of education for all ages,
Charlie Johnson served on the advisory board for a | eadership program at
Duke University, and as the Endownent Chairman of the Tri County Counci
Vietnam Era Veterans; additionally, he secured schol arships for Russel
Sage students studying nursing, physical therapy, and occupational
therapy, and helped establish a Junior Reserve Oficer Training Corps
program at Al bany Hi gh School; and

WHEREAS, Wth the belief that there is no greater feeling of
self-satisfaction than to serve your country and know you served it
well, Charlie Johnson truly left his mark on everyone and everything he
touched during his |long productive life; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to his wife of 33 years, Trudy, Charlie Johnson
is survived by his first wfe, Carol, and their three children, Sam
(Carol), Joseph and Wendy, as well as two grandchildren, Bradley and
Noel ; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Charlie Johnson | eaves behind a legacy which wll 1ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourning the death of Charles Rodney Johnson, neritorious veteran,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his community; and be it
further



RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Charles Rodney Johnson.



