Assenbly Resol ution No. 92
BY: M of A Dilan

HONORI NG the Coalition for Community Advancenent:
Progress for East New York/Cypress Hills wupon the
occasion of its designation as the recipient of the
Nei ghbor hood Activist Amard by the Cypress Hills
Local Devel opnent Corporation on February 16, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zations which would devote thenselves to the welfare of the
comunity and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its

| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Coalition for Comunity Advancenent: Progress for East New York/ Cypress
Hills upon the occasion of its designation as the recipient of the
Nei ghborhood Activist Award by the Cypress Hills Local Devel opnent
Corporation, to be feted at its Annual Celebration of Conmunity Progress
on Thursday, February 16, 2017, at the Cypress Hills-Fulton Street
Seni or Center in Brooklyn, New York; and

WHEREAS, Founded in 1983, the Cypress Hills Local Devel oprment
Corporation (CHLDC) is a not-for-profit community organization serving
8,000 residents a year through a conprehensive array of conmunity
servi ce prograns and nei ghbor hood devel opnent projects; and

WHEREAS, Each vyear at its Annual Meeting and Celebration of
Community Progress, the CHLDC proudly pays tribute to those who have
supported the Corporation and have helped to further its mssion and
efforts; and

VWHEREAS, This year, the Coalition for Comunity Advancenent:
Progress for East New York/Cypress Hills received this prestigious award
for its dedicated working in tackling a tough conmunity problem
beautify the nei ghborhood, and fight for justice; and

WHEREAS, The Coalition for Conmmunity Advancenent: Progress for East
New York/Cypress Hills is a coalition of conmmuni ty and civic
organi zations, small Dbusinesses, houses of worship and | ocal citizens
wor ki ng together to advocate for affordabl e housing, new and good jobs,
and a voice in the future of its nei ghborhood; and

VWHEREAS, Over the past two years, the Coalition for Conmunity
Advancenent: Progress for East New York/Cypress Hills has fought a
principled and passionate canmpaign to influence the Gty of New York's
rezoni ng plan, otherwi se known as the East New York Pl an; and

WHEREAS, The Coalition for Community Advancenent: Progress for East
New York/Cypress Hills has dedicated thousands of volunteer hours to
engage the comunity throughout the rezoning process by testifying at



public hearings, neeting with governnent and el ected officials, speaking
to the nedia, and protesting, petitioning and denonstrating when needed,
and

WHEREAS, This wvital group's nultifaceted approach to advocacy
centers around the Coalition for Community Advancenent: Progress for
East New York/Cypress Hills core values and platform building deeply
af fordabl e housing, preventing di spl acenent, preserving exi sting
af fordabl e housing, holding the City accountable to any prom ses nade,
savi ng the manufacturing sector in the rezoning area and naking sure
enough schools and conmmunity facilities are built for new and existing
residents; and

VWHEREAS, Through their tireless efforts, the Coalition has created
an Alternative Plan for the rezoning which contained nmany policy
positions and resources adopted in the final rezoning; some of their

successes include a $12 million basenent-apartnment |egalization fund,
additional sites for affordable housing construction and | ower
affordability on public sites, a Wrkforcel Center, resources for tenant
| egal services and comercial revitalization and set asides for

di scounted commercial rents in new m xed-use buil dings; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Coalition for Comunity Advancenent:
Progress for East New York/Cypress Hills is in direct correlation to the
efforts of its steering commttee: Darnma Di az, Donna Stone, Brother Pau
Muhanmed, Bishop David Benke, Deacon Jose Pinedo, Ana Aguierre, Roy
Frias, Catherine Geene, Farrah Lafontant, Mchael Keller, Robert
Santiago, Gail Davis and Bill WIlkins, as well as M chell e Neugebauer,
whose involvenent is, and always has been, characterized by an
i npressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconpron sing
standard of excellence in all endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the «citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the Coalition for Community Advancenent: Progress for East New
Yor k/ Cypress Hills upon the occasion of its designation as the recipient
of t he Nei ghborhood Activist Award by the Cypress Hills Local
Devel opnment Corporation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Coalition for Community Advancenent: Progress for
East New York/ Cypress Hills.



