Assenbly Resol ution No. 89
BY: M of A. DenDekker

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
New York State as a Purple Heart State

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in our nation's wars, as well
as in the preservation of peace in peacetine, deserve a special salute
fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, Veterans have paid the high price of freedom by | eaving
their famlies and conmunities and placing thenselves in harms way for
t he good of all; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Purple Heart Medal 1is the oldest mlitary
decoration in the world, and is awarded in the nane of the President of
the United States to nenbers of the United States mlitary who have been
wounded or killed in action; and

WHEREAS, On August 7, 1782, during the Anerican Revol ution, Ceneral
George Washington issued an order establishing the Badge of Mlitary
Merit to honor nerit, particularly anong the enlisted soldiers;
consisting of a heart made of purple cloth, the Badge of Mlitary Merit
was distinctive because it was open only to enlisted nen; and

VWHEREAS, Al though not continued after the Anerican Revol ution, the
Badge of Mlitary Merit was later renaned the Purple Heart and
reinstated by the United States War Departnent, now t he Departnent of
Def ense, on February 22, 1932, the 200th anniversary of Geor ge
Washi ngton's birth; and

VWHEREAS, The Purple Heart has been awarded to nearly two mllion
Aneri cans who have been wounded in battle or killed in action; and

VWHEREAS, Many citizens of the State of New York have earned the
Purple Heart Medal as a result of having been wounded whil e engaged in
conbat wwith an eneny force, which is recognized as a singularly
meritorious act of essential service; and

WHEREAS, Dedicated on August 6, 2004, the New York State Purple
Heart Menorial |ocated in Al bany, New York, honors New Yorkers who have
been awarded the Purple Heart Medal, the oldest mlitary decoration in
the world; and

VWHEREAS, The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, l|ocated in New
W ndsor, New York, was dedicated on Novenber 10, 2006; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Defense announced a standard which all ows
for a nore standard way to evaluate a wounded individual for a Purple
Heart resulting froma "non-penetrating wound"; on February 6, 2015, the
Departnent also proclainmed that eligibility has been extended to those
wounded or killed by certain kinds of donestic terrorist activities; and



WHEREAS, As Anericans, it is our responsibility to ensure that our
history is docunented and reverence is given to our war heroes who
served this great Nation; and

VWHEREAS, The freedons and security we cherish as Anericans cone at a
very high price for those serving inthe mlitary; it is fitting and
proper that we, who are the beneficiaries of the courage of those who
risk their lives, | eavi ng their famlies behind, express our
appreciation and eternal gratitude for their sacrifices and courageous
acts; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimNew York State as a
Purple Heart State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of
New York; Colonel Eric J. Hesse (Retired), Director of the New York
State Division of Veterans' Affairs; and Conmmander Scott Kyle, the
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, Departnent of New YorKk.



