Assenbl y Resol ution No. 869
BY: M of A Palunbo

MOURNI NG the death of Lyle Wells, |egendary North
Fork farmer, fam |y nman, and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, The agricultural industry is part of the foundation upon
whi ch our distinct Anerican heritage is built; and

WHEREAS, New York State and the entire United States is dependent on
our agricultural industry for a variety of food products; and

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to comend the
efforts of our farners as they continue their hard work of cultivating
the land, facing the many chal |l enges of nature such as flood, drought
and heat, in order to grow our food; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Lyle WlIlls, noting t he
significance of his purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Lyle Wlls of North Fork, New York, died on his farm on
Thur sday, January 25, 2018, at the age of 62; and

VWHEREAS, In 1661, WIlliam Wl |ls was granted three parcels of land in
Aquebogue, New York; for 350 years, the Wlls Famly has owned and
operated Wells Honestead Acres at 4162 Sound Avenue, naking themthe
ol dest farners in Aquebogue, New York; and

WHEREAS, A true visionary, Lyle Wells was born wth dirt running
through his veins, and sweat pouring fromhis brow, as soon as he could
handl e a hoe, Lyle was tending to his vegetable garden; he was curious
about plants and always strived to grow the best quality products with
the | atest technol ogical practices; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the years, Lyle Wells held numerous jobs but
al ways found his way back to the |and; and

WHEREAS, Lyle Wlls prided hinself on his tender asparagus, and was
recogni zed as the |argest asparagus grower on Long |Island; Lyle
harvested between 4, 000-5, 000 crates of asparagus each season, and sold
the produce to local farm stands, supermarkets, and online grocer Fresh
Direct; and

WHEREAS,  Known as the Father of Land Preservation, Lyle Wlls was
commtted to saving Long Island's precious farnm and; he served as the
President of the Long Island Farm Bureau, where he was instrunental in
creating the Transfer Devel opnent Ri ghts Program he was also a nenber
of the Ri verhead Town Pl anni ng Board; and

WHEREAS, Lyle Wells will |long be remenbered for many things such as
his infectious |laughter, infinite kindness, love of the land, role as



M . Fix-it, delicious asparagus, and above all, his role as a
mul ti-generational farnmer and | oving father and grandfather; and

VWHEREAS, Lyle Wells truly lived his |ife to the fullest; he loved to
feel the cold dirt sift through his fingers in the early norning |ight,
and reveled in the sun as it set on his way hone fromthe fields; he
strongly believed in his mantra, "Positive is how !l live"; and

VWHEREAS, Through his diligence and expertise in farmng, Lyle Wlls
has brought pride and recognition to hinself, his local conmunity, and
to our great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Predeceased by his parents, Kenneth L. and Justine Wlls;
and two brothers, Kent Wells and Scott Wells, Lyle Wells is survived by
his daughter, Jessica (Carlos) de Vera Wlls; two sons, Matthew Wlls
and Logan Wells; his partner, Wendy Kukla;, two grandsons, Laird and
Warner; two brothers, Mark WlIls and Brett Wells; the nother of his
children, Susan Wells, and nany other famly nenbers and friends, as
well as a legion of fellow farmers who will |ong cherish his nenory; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Lyle Wlls | eaves behind a |l egacy which will |ong endure the
passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all he served
and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Lyle Wells, |egendary North Fork farnmer, famly man,
and devoted nenber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Lyle Wlls.



