Assenbl y Resol ution No. 780
BY: M of A Fahy

HONORING WIlliam Wl ff wupon the occasion of his
retirement after many years of distinguished service
as Executive Director, LaSalle School, Al bany, New
York, and Chairman of the 853 Schools Coalition in
New York State

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
the significant mlestones in the distinguished careers of esteened
residents of this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Wlliam Wl ff wupon the occasion of his retirenent after nmany years of
di stingui shed service as Executive Director, LaSalle School, Al bany, New
York, and Chairman of the 853 Schools Coalition; and

WHEREAS, Rarely has an individual served their institution as well
as Wlliam WIlff has served LaSalle School and the Coalition of 853

School s; he was also active in several |eadership roles on both a
national |evel and his own conmunities of Al bany and Chat ham New York;
and

VWHEREAS, Wl liam Wl ff has transforned the building footprint and
noder ni zed structures which serve the boys and staff at the School by
working with architects, building contractors and financing agencies;
has led the effort to build the LaSalle School Foundation assets to over
$4 mllion thus securing the financial future of the School; has
successfully led the Coalition of 853 Schools through the challenging
times of state regul ated rei nbursenent and oversight; and has identified
strategic partners to conpletely transformthe manner in which clinical
services are delivered to at risk youth by scientifically inforned
adverse chil dhood experience | earning strategies; and

VWHEREAS, In 1986, WIlliam Wl ff was hired as a science teacher at
LaSalle School, a private, not-for-profit treatnment center whi ch
provi des specialized therapeutic and educational services to troubled
children and their famlies in Al bany, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The foll ow ng year, he was appointed as the Junior High
School Principal and one year later as the CurriculumD rector and
Co-Chair of the Conmittee on Special Education at the School; and

WHEREAS, In 1990, after conpleting his Master's degr ee in
Organi zati on Managenent, WIIliam Wl ff began managi ng a maj or rebuil ding
project at the School, working wth legislative authority to secure
Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (DASNY) financing; the CEO
of the School, Brother Brice Wlder, naned WIlliam Wl ff the Director of
Qperations and Quality Control; and

WHEREAS, In 1994, WIlliam WlIlff was selected by the Board of



Trustees to serve as the InterimExecutive Director and a year |ater,
appointed as Executive Director, a position he would continue to hold
until his official retirenent in 2018; and

VWHEREAS, The DASNY project design and $9.3M in financing was
approved in 1998; simultaneously, he led a canpaign for Capital and
Endownrent which raised $2.5M upon its conpletion in 2000, the
remar kabl e renovations constituted a sea change i n t he canpus
environnment providing necessary safety and security inprovenents to
cl assroons, admi nistrative and dormtory spaces; and

WHEREAS, | n 2004, LaSalle School recognized its 150th anniversary.
Under Wlliam Wlff's |eadership this included many events and
cel ebrations, reopening of the renovated buildings and a successful
fundrai sing effort exceedi ng $300, 000; and

VWHEREAS, In 2004, WIlliam Wl ff was el ected as President of the 853
School s Coalition, a post he would continue in wuntil 2018; wunder his
| eadership, these schools, serving the neediest of children, would
achi eve nore secure state funding, would increase the professionalism of
their staffs and would successfully neet the challenges of state
oversight and transformation of the funding for nedical services and the
New York State Justice Center; in 2005, he was elected as a Director of
the Council of Family and Child Caring Agencies, a position he would
al so hold until 2018; and

WHEREAS, In 2012, WIlliam WlIff recognized the need to invest in
staff devel opnent and training in the devel opi ng science and study of
adver se chi | dhood traumatic experiences and brain science; this
| eader shi p has included Annual Capital District ACES Synposium each
year's attendance breaking previous records, and providing great benefit
to policy nakers, practitioners and others who serve troubl ed youth; and

VWHEREAS, Early on, his ability to create partnerships resulted in an
alliance wth the nationally renowned State University of Al bany School
of Social Wrk which has facilitated this scientific study; in 2014,
WIlliam Wl ff again | ed another successful capital canpaign; and

WHEREAS, When the "Change in Mnd: Applying Neurosciences to
Revitalize Communities" initiative was created, WIlliam WlIff qguided
LaSall e School to be naned as one of 10 sites across the United States
chosen by an independent selection commttee through a conpetitive
process; then in 2015, he was naned the co-Principal of the Mbilizing
Action for Resilient Communities representing a | arge cohort of Capital
District Human Services Agencies in this national initiative; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2016, he guided $4Min inprovenments to dormitories,
dining roons and the dedication of the renovated George Hanner Center
for Excellence and Lasallian M ssion; and

WHEREAS, At the tinme of his retirenent the LaSall e Foundati on has
accrued assets of over $4Mto support the m ssion of LaSalle School, not
possi bl e without his |eadership, support and vision; and



VWHEREAS, LaSalle School now holds licenses to treat the nost
challenging children including at the Counseling Center at LaSalle
serving both boys and girls; the LaSalle JRFC in partnership with two
other local agencies, services boys and girls suffering from nental
health and additional issues, licenses that few other agencies have
attained; this ability to take risks for the healthy transformation of
boys under his care has been a hallmark of his |eadership; and

VWHEREAS, W/l liam Wl ff has sustained high quality relationships with
the LaSalle School high performng Board of Trustees; has served in
vari ous capacities to assist the De LaSalle Christian Brothers with the
endowi ng nmanagenent of their schools and progranms, sustaining the
comm tnent of LaSalle School to the values and m ssion of the Brothers;
gui ded f our successf ul re-accreditations by t he Counci | on
Accreditation; naned the 2007 Di stingui shed Lasallian Educator, both for
the New York District and for the National Award; naned an Affiliate
Brother of the Christian AFSC in 2014; becane a published author in
nati onal publications focused on child welfare; and served as a past
Director and Secretary of the Al bany, N Y. Police Athletic League and
past officer of the Chatham New York Board of Education and its
foundati on; and

VWHEREAS, WIlliam Wl ff rendered faithful, conscientious and val uabl e
service to LaSalle School and the 853 Schools Coalition, earning the
adm ration, esteemand affection of his coll eagues; and

WHEREAS, In his capacity as both Executive Director and Chairman,
Wlliam Wl ff served with loyalty, honor and distinction, and was
governed by a keen sense of duty and al ways showed a wunique grasp of
human problenms in his official acts; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Wl liam Wl ff upon the occasion of his retirenent after many years
of distinguished service as Executive Director, LaSalle School, Al bany,
New Yor k, and Chairman of the 853 Schools Coalition, and to wsh him
well in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to WIlliam Wl ff.



