Assenbly Resol ution No. 701
BY: M of A Wprin

COVMEMORATI NG the observance of the New York
I ndi an Consul ate's recognition of t he 100t h
Anni versary of the abolition of Indian Indentureship

WHEREAS, A great State is only as great as those individuals such
as, Indentured Indian Inmgrants, who gives exenplary service to their
comunity, whether through contributing to the econom c and soci al
fabric of US society or sinply through a lifetinme of good citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, | ndian Indentureship started in 1834 imediately follow ng
British Emanci pation of Slaves in 1834, as comobdity for profit to serve
the growing needs for plantation |abor and was an intense, painful and
harrowi ng period of Indian mgration of mllions from several |Indian
states to far way lands of then British colonies, in particular the
Cari bbean region; the majority of those |aborers cane fromlndian states
of Utar Pradesh, Bihar, Wst Bengal, Jharkand, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Pondi cherry; and

VWHEREAS, March 20, 2017, marks the centennial of official abolition
of Indian Indentureship, an era spanning the vyears 1834-1917; the
pai nful history and consequences of Indian Indentureship are deeply
enbedded with trenendous significance, inportance, neaningful history
and reflections to mllions of descendants living in nmany countries
which were the recipients of Indian Indentured | aborers seeking better
l'ivelihoods; and

WHEREAS, On March 3, 2017, an event took place at the Indian
Consul ate to cormmenorate the 100th Anniversary of the abolition of
I ndi an I ndentureship; this occasion was held in coll aboration with many
comunities of Indian, and non-Indian origin; and

VWHEREAS, | ndian |Indentured | aborers worked under invariably inhumane
conditions; this lead to many individuals suffering enornous nental,
physi cal and econoni cal danmages as a result; and

WHEREAS, The north weastern region of +the USAis now hone to a
significant popul ation of persons of Indian origin Guyana, Trinidad,
Suriname and other countries; these decedents of Indian Indentured
i mm grants have contributed tremendously to the economic and social
fabric of US society; and

VWHEREAS, Acknowl edging that this State is only as great as those
i ndi vidual s whose tireless efforts foster tolerance for people of al
races and cultures, and who denonstrate good wll to their fellow
citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Such excepti onal cel ebration are recogni zed and
comenorated to our community, our great State of New York and our whole
United States of America; now, therefore, it be



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the observance of the New Yor k I ndi an Consul ate's

recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the abolition of

I ndi an
| ndentureshi p; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Riva Ganguly Das, New York |ndian Consul at e.



