Assenbly Resol ution No. 678
BY: M of A Schi nm nger

CELEBRATING the life and acconplishnments of A R
@ur ney, renowned playwight, distinguished citizen
and devoted nenber of his community

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, A. R CGurney, affectionately known as Pete, was a
Buf fal o-born playwight who spun stories about the city's upper class
into a literacy career that spanned five decades and entertained
mllions; he died on Tuesday, June 13, 2017, at the age of 86; and

VWHEREAS, Born on Novenber 1, 1930, to Al bert Ranmsdell Gurney and
Marion Spaul ding, Pete Gurney grew up in his famly's estate on Lincoln
Par kway; he attended Ni chols School before graduating fromSt. Paul's, a
boar di ng school in Concord, New Hanpshire; and

WHEREAS, Pete Gurney went on to earn degrees fromboth WIlians
College in WIIlianstown, Mssachusetts, and the esteened Yal e School of
Drama; and

VWHEREAS, Pete Gurney, whose dozens of plays nmake up a sprawing
nyt hol ogy built on his experience growing up in Buffalo's fading Wite
Angl o- Saxon Protestant culture, is best known for his plays, "Love
Letters,” "The Dining Room" and "The Cocktail Hour"; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his active and lucrative career as a
pl aywight, Pete Gurney taught literature at Massachusetts Institute of
Technol ogy from 1962 until the m d-1980s; and

WHEREAS, Pete GQurney's Broadway debut came in 1987, wth a
production of "Sweet Sue"; he clinched further fame with "The Cockt ai
Hour™ in 1988, and in that sane year, the i mensely popular play "Love
Letters,” which remains a favorite of comunity and regional theaters
and can be seen sonmewhere in Buffalo at | east once a year; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious career, Pete Gurney maintained a

cl ose connection to Buffalo and its t heat er comunity; recent
producti ons of his work include the Kavinoky Theatre's "Famly
Furniture" in 2015, Road Less Travel ed Productions' "Ancestral Voices"

in 2012, and the Kavi noky's take on "The Grand Manner," in 2011; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, a production of "Love Letters" starring A
MacG aw and Ryan O Neal played in the 710 Main Theatre in 2016; and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering conmm tnent to hi s
comunity, Pete @rney gave tirelessly of his time and energies as a
nmentor to young theater artists; he also served as chairman of the



Theatre District Association's Curtain Up celebration in 2013; and

WHEREAS, In the last half-century, no Buffalo-born literary figure
has | ooned as large or remained as long on the national stage as Pete
@ur ney; and

WHEREAS, Pete Gurney is survived by his wife, MIlly; four children,
George, Any, Evelyn and Benjanin; a brother, Steven; a sister, Evelyn;
and ei ght grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Pete Gurney | eaves behind a | egacy which wll [long endure
the passage of time and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all he
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the I|ife and acconplishnments of A R Qurney, renowned
pl aywri ght, distinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his community;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of A R Qurney.



