Assenbl y Resol ution No. 635
BY: M of A MDonald

LEGQ SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori alizing Governor
Andrew M Cuonmb to proclaim June 19, 2017, as
Ancestor Appreciation Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to bring recognition to historical
places within the State of New York, and in doing so, help to ensure
that the conplete history of our State and Nation is preserved and
shared with present generations of citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonpb to proclaimJune 19, 2017, as
Ancestor Appreciation Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, On June 5, 2005, while digging for a nunicipal sewer |ine,
the remai ns of 13 human bodi es were unearthed by workers in Menands, New
Yor k; another set was found in 1998; and

VWHEREAS, In 2010, bio-archaeol ogical analysis was conpleted by the
New York State Museumin Al bany, New York, and the analysis determ ned
that the remains were about 200 years old, and were of African descent
(West/ East and Central Africa); and

WHEREAS, Two sets of renmains are descendants of wonen from
Madagascar (off the coast of Southeast Africa); another two sets were of
African descent/Native Anericans (Mcmac Tribe: Eastern Canada and the
Nort heastern corner of the United States) and consisted of six wonen,
one man, two children and five infants; for 10 years, the remai ns have
been stored at the New York State Miuseum and

VWHEREAS, The burial ground was dated between the 1700s or early
1800s; property deed research indicates that the burial ground was part
of a large estate owned by the colonial Schuyler famly, sonme of the
first Dutch settlers in the Al bany area; and

VWHEREAS, On Saturday, June 18, 2016, the renmains were interred with
dignity and respect by the African Burial Gound at Historic St. Agnes
on Founders Hill at St. Agnes Cenetery in Menands; in addition, a bronze
plaque was installed, telling the story of these people who |ived and
di ed over 200 years ago; and

VWHEREAS, A menorial service was also held at the Schuyler Mnsion
| ocated on 32 Catherine Street in Al bany, New York; and

WHEREAS, The African Burial Gound at Historic St. Agnes has
i ncorporated the synbol of the Sankofa sign, which is derived from King
Adi nkera of the Akan people of West Africa; the synbolic nmeaning is "it
is not taboo to go back and fetch what you forgot"; and



WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to express its highest admration for the African Burial Gound at
H storic St. Agnes, and for all of the individuals who have worked to

bring proper attention to a place and tine which nerits recognition in
the grand panorama of the history of our State and Nation; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaim June 19, 2017, as
Ancestor Appreciation Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York, and to the African Burial Gound at Historic St. Agnes.



