Assenbl y Resol ution No. 625
BY: M of A Stec

COVMEMORATI NG the 125th Anniversary of Adirondack
State Park

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that the
continuing welfare of the citizens of this great Enpire State is greatly
enriched and reliably served by the good works and purposeful endeavors
of those municipal facilities which renmain conmtted to the educational
and recreational needs of its citizens and visitors to the State of New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 125th Anniversary of Adirondack State Park; and

WHEREAS, O all the natural wonders about which New Yorkers can
boast, the |argest and nost breathtaking is the Adirondack State Park;
and

WHEREAS, The boundary of the Adirondack Park, which occupies nuch of
northern New York, enconpasses nore than six mllion acres, naking it
the largest park in the continental United States, |larger than Yosemte,
Yel | owstone, dacier, Gand Canyon and G eat Snokey Muntai ns nati onal
par ks conbi ned; and

VWHEREAS, About hal f of the Adirondacks consists of hones, towns,
canps, farnms, tinberlands and businesses that are in private hands;
there are 120,000 permanent residents who live in nunerous hanmlets in
the Park; the rest, an estimated three mllion acres, belongs to the
peopl e of New York, and always will, thanks in part to the determ nation
of a man naned Verpl anck Col vin; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1870, Colvin, a lawer and naturalist from Al bany,
chal I enged hinself to make the first recorded ascent of Seward Munt ain,
near Lake Placid; by the tine he reached the peak, he was able to view
t he danage being left by the <clear-cutting practices of the [|o0gging
i ndustry; and

WHEREAS, Not only was the pristine forest being destroyed, but as
Colvin learned through subsequent explorations, the clear-cutting
threatened the wviability the Adirondack watershed; this, in turn,
threatened to disrupt the operations of the Erie Canal, the waterway
that was essential to the state's econony; and

WHEREAS, Verplanck Colvin, who devoted the rest of his life to
mappi ng and preserving the region, argued for the creation of a state
forest; alnost two decades passed before Governor Roswell P. Flower
est abl i shed the boundaries of the Adirondack Park; and

VWHEREAS, On May 20, 1892, the Adirondack Park was created by the New
York State Legislature; a blue Iine was drawn around this nmassive area,



and now the Blue Line, synonynous with the park itself, encircles six
mllion acres of public and private | and; and

WHEREAS, Two years later, the state constitution was anended to
preserve the purity of the Adirondack Park region in perpetuity; and

VWHEREAS, Today this remarkabl e achievenent is visible for all to see
as this spectacular treasure enconpasses 3,000 | akes and ponds, 30, 000
mles of rivers and streans, vast forested | ands and astoni shing peaks,
i ncl udi ng Mount Marcy, the highest point in the state; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, there are 53 species of manmals in the Park,
i ncl udi ng noose, bears, beavers, fox, skunks, and a wde variety of
birds; there are 2,000 mles of hiking trails, 10,500 mles of
snowmbile trails and anple opportunities for fi shing, hunti ng,
trappi ng, boating, canping, skiing, bobsledding, and snow tubing; and

WHEREAS, In an effort to protect and preserve Adirondack State
Park's Forest Preserve, a 20, 758-acre Boreas Ponds Tract was added in
2016, the final transaction which conpleted the single |argest |and
acquisition to the Adirondack Forest Preserve in nore than a century;
and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the seasons, Adirondack State Park is a
destination nuch appreciated by the residents of northern New York and
visitors who seek the historical, cultural, and recreational resources
of the area; it is a source of pride and community heritage to all the
peopl e of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 125th Anniversary of Adirondack State Park; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Basil Seggos, Conmm ssioner, New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservati on



