Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 550
BY: M of A Fahy

COMVENDI NG Janes Reisner upon the occasion of
stepping down after 15 years of di st i ngui shed
service as Pastor of Westmi nster Presbyterian Church
on June 11, 2017

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State are nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to individuals who distinguish thenselves
and the mnistry through their unremtting conm tnent and preem nence of
service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend Pastor
Janes Reisner wupon the occasion of stepping down after 15 years of
di stingui shed service as Pastor of Wstm nster Presbyterian Church, to
be celebrated at a Thank You and Farewel|l Luncheon on Sunday, June 11,
2017, at the Luncheon foll ow ng worship; and

WHEREAS, Born in southern New Jersey, Janmes Reisner was the son of
Presbyterian elders and the grandson of Presbyterian agricultural
m ssi onaries; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1976, Janes Reisner earned his bachelor's degree from
WIllianms College; after graduating fromYale Divinity School in 1980, he
served three wurban congregations throughout his 36 years of ordai ned
mnistry; and

WHEREAS, Janes Rei sner began his career as the Assistant Pastor at
Park Central Presbyterian Church from 1981-1986; he went on to | ead
First Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth, New Jersey from 1986-2002 before
he took on the role of Pastor of Wstmnster Presbyterian Church in
Al bany, New York; and

WHEREAS, In this capacity, Pastor Janes Reisner was a nenber of
nuner ous comittees i ncl udi ng t he Rebi r t hi ng, Revitalization,
Redevel opnent Commttee, the Stewardship and M ssion Interpretation
Comm ttee, The Sel f-Devel opnent of People Commttee, and the Transition
Vi sion Team and

VWHEREAS, Pastor Janmes Reisner also served on the United Church of
Stillwater Admnistrative Comm ssion; in January of 2014, he represented
Al bany Presbyterian Church at its Teaching Elder Comm ssioner to the
221st Ceneral Assenbly of the Presbyterian Church; and

VWHEREAS, During his tenure, Pastor Janes Reisner was instrunental in
obtaining the Self-Devel opnent of People Gant for A Village, which
enabl ed the organi zation to establish itself in the South End of Al bany



and to develop its first progranms for its community; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Janmes Reisner held the position of Vice President of
the Board of Directors of FOCUS and served on its Personnel Committee;
and

WHEREAS, Wth himthroughout have been his wife, Martha, and their
two sons, Joseph and Charlie, who have all shown him |ove and support
and rejoice in his many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Janes Reisner has brought to his mnistry an
overwhel m ng spirit of charity and conpassion, acting from vision and
enlightenment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties,
while always displaying the highest standards of per sonal and
prof essional integrity and dedication; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s di sti ngui shed man of God has always given
enl i ght enment, gui dance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to his care and
has adm ni stered abundantly and wunstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such noble ains and acconplishnents is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and commend that
I ndi vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Janes Rei sner upon the occasion of stepping down after 15 years
of distinguished service as Pastor of Westm nster Presbyterian Church,
noting his unremtting and conpassionate faith and his exenplary service
to God, man, and his conmmunity, and extending to himheartfelt best
wi shes for a future of continued purposeful success and well-being; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Pastor Janes Reisner.



