Assenbl y Resol ution No. 425
BY: M of A Schi nm nger

COMVENDI NG Elizabeth Van Nest, Esq. wupon the
occasion of her retirenent after 38 years of
di st i ngui shed service to t he Comm ssi on on
| ndependent Col | eges and Universities

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to acknow edge
the significant mlestones in the distinguished careers of esteened
residents of this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Elizabeth Van Nest, Esq. upon the occasion of her retirenent
after 38 years of illustrious service to the Conm ssion on | ndependent
Col | eges and Uni versities on Wednesday, March 15, 2017; and

WHEREAS, A graduate of The Col |l ege of Saint Rose with a Bachel or of
Science degree in Business Admnistration, Mgna Cum Laude, and The
Al bany Law School of Union University, Juris Doctor, Elizabeth Van Nest,
Esg. has distinguished herself in nunerous regards at the Conm ssion on
| ndependent Col | eges and Uni versities; and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Van Nest began her distingui shed career starting
on the adm nistrative side of the association's operations, quickly
advancing to Assistant to the Vice President for Governnental Relations;
upon graduation from |aw school in 1983, she noved to the position of
Legi sl ati ve Counsel ; and

WHEREAS, Two years |ater, Elizabeth Van Nest, Esq. becane the Chief
Legal O ficer of the Comm ssion as General Counsel before noving to the
esteened position of Vice President for Legal Affairs, in addition to
having served since 1994 as the Executive Director of the Organization
of I ndependent College and University Trustees, the Council of Governing
Boar ds; and

VWHEREAS, Thr oughout her many years of service, Elizabeth Van Nest,
Esq. represented the interests of independent colleges and universities
before the courts and the National Labor Rel ations Board Am cus Curi ae
in matters involving state action, enployer liability, graduat e
assistants, tax exenption, affirmative action and the public trust
doctrine, diligently, persuasively and effectively applying her talents
and abilities to take into account the breadth, depth, diversity, and
uni queness of independent colleges and universities and the students
t hey serve; and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Van Nest, Esq. also engaged in efforts to
preserve and inprove Direct Institutional Aid, the Tuition Assistance
Program and the higher education opportunity prograns, including HECP,
STEP and C- STEP, shepherding the Liberty Partnership Program to
enact nent; and



VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Elizabeth Van Nest, Esq. crafted and drafted
econom ¢ devel opnent initiatives, guided New York's deliberations in
enacting the Uniform Prudent Managenent of Institutional Funds Act

(UPM FA), and kept a watchful eye as New York State enacted and anended
the Non-Profit Revitalization Act of 2013; and

WHEREAS, To ensure the best education for New York State's youth,
El i zabeth Van Nest, Esq. fought tirelessly for canpus safety, teacher
educat i on and certification, program approval, quality assurance,
accountability, and nunerous other proposals affecting independent
hi gher education; and

WHEREAS, As the |longest tenured enployee to date, Elizabeth Van
Nest, Esg. has spent nore than two-thirds of her life in service to the
nore than 100 independent coll eges and universities in New York State;
and

WHEREAS, For the past 38 years, Elizabeth Van Nest, Esqg. rendered
faithful, conscientious and valuable service to the Comm ssion on
| ndependent Col | eges and Universities, earning the admration, esteem
and affection of her colleagues; and

WHEREAS, In her capacity as Vice President for Legal Affairs and
CGeneral Counsel, Elizabeth Van Nest, Esq. served with |oyalty, honor and
di stinction, and was governed by a keen sense of duty and al ways showed
a uni que grasp of human problens in her official acts; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
I ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Elizabeth Van Nest, Esq. upon the occasion of her retirenent
after 38 years of distinguished service to the Conm ssion on | ndependent
Col | eges and Universities; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Elizabeth Van Nest, Esg.



