Assenbly Resol ution No. 42
BY: M of A Magnarell

COMVEMORATI NG the 20th Anniversary of Syracuse
City Ballet, Inc.

VWHEREAS, The arts, in whatever form are central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the devel opnment of friendship and wunderstanding anong all peoples
cannot be underestinmated; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those artistic organizations which have brought outstanding
entertai nment and cultural enrichment to the citizens of the great State
of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 20th Anniversary of Syracuse Cty Ballet, Inc.; the
conpany kicked off its 20th Anniversary 2016-2017 Season wth "An
Intimate Evening wth Syracuse Cty Ballet,” a show that conbines
classical ballet and nodern dance, at the Syracuse OnCenter Bevard
Studi o on Septenber 22, 2016; and

WHEREAS, Syracuse City Ballet has and will continue the cel ebration
of its 20th Anniversary season wth The Nutcracker at the OnCenter
Crouse Hinds Theater on Decenber 3, 2016, and will cap off the season
with Snow Wiite, at Crouse Hi nds Theater on March 10 and 12, 2017; and

VWHEREAS, Syracuse City Ballet is the only professional ballet
conpany serving the Central New York comrunity, creating famly-oriented
entertainment while offering opportunities for |ocal professional,
pre-professional, and student dancers to performclassical and premere
works with national and international guest artists; and

VWHEREAS, Since 1996, Syracuse City Ballet has staged |ive-action
entertai nment, trained professional dancers, and enriched the community
t hrough various youth outreach efforts; and

WHEREAS, Syracuse City Ballet was founded by Associate Director
Harriet Casey and Artistic Director Kathleen Rathbun, who has extensive
experience in dance, and trained with the Syracuse Ball et Theater before
nmoving to New York City to attend Juilliard on a schol arshi p; and

WHEREAS, Upon graduating, Kathleen Rathbun danced for Princeton
Bal | et Society of New Jersey, and then subsequently nobved hone to
Syracuse; and

WHEREAS, Upon her return, Kathleen Rathbun discovered that the
Syracuse Ballet Theater she once trained with was no |longer in
exi stence, so she taught «classical ballet at Syracuse University and
formerly served as the Director at the Metropolitan School of the Arts;
and



WHEREAS, As a teacher, Kathleen Rathbun has in-depth experience
devel opi ng young dancers' technique, strength, and artistry; when the

Metropolitan School of the Arts closed, Kathleen was eager to bring
bal | et and dance back to Syracuse, so she decided to open her own school
to continue sharing her know edge and passion with young nen and wonen;
and

VWHEREAS, |n 1990, Kathleen Rathbun founded Ball et & Dance of Upstate
New York; after a few years of successfully establishing her school, she
felt it was inportant to provide her students the opportunity to perform
in major classical ballets alongside professional, world-renowned
dancers; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1996, Syracuse City Ballet, originally nanmed Upstate NY
Ballet, was co-founded by Executive Director Kathleen Rathbun and
Associate Director Harriet Casey; the conpany premered W th a
performance of Snow Wite; and

VWHEREAS, Twenty vyears later, Kathleen Rathbun and Harriet Casey
continue to inspire youth, professionals, and audiences through their
productions of major ballets, their participation in dozens of charity
events, and their collaboration with major arts organi zati ons; and

VWHEREAS, Over the years, Syracuse City Ballet has developed an
| npressive repertoire, including The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, Peter Pan,
Al addi n, S| eeping Beauty, Dracula, C nderella, Roneo and Juliet, and a
nunber of other ballets which have perforned to capacity houses and
four-star reviews; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Syr acuse Cty Bal | et has pr esent ed
choreography in multiple perfornmances such as: the Arnory Square
Candl el i ght Series, Syracuse Opera's La Traviata, Syracuse Shakespeare
Festival, Vision of Sounds Series, Regina F. CGoldenberg Cultural Series,
CNY Mode Fashi on Show, CRAVE Arts Festival, and Syracuse Fringe Festiva
to nane a few, and

WHEREAS, Syracuse City Ballet's growh froma snall grass-roots
venture to a ranking professional ballet has secured a dance presence in
Central New York; and

VWHEREAS, A vibrant arts conmunity encourages col |l aboration, instills
| ocal pride, draws people together, and is essential to a community's
vitality; over the past 20 years, Syracuse City Ballet has contributed
to the richness of Central New York's cultural palette; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when artistic
soci eties of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be recognized by all the citizens of this great
Enmpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 20th Anniversary of Syracuse City Ballet, Inc.; and be
it further



RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Executive and Artistic Director Kathleen Rathbun,
Associate Director Harriet Casey, and Syracuse City Ballet staff and
Board of Directors.



