Assenbly Resol ution No. 32
BY: M of A Jean-Pierre

URA NG the New York State Congressional del egation
to support the passage of H R 4107, Flood Insurance
Transparency and Accountability Act of 2015

VWHEREAS, Af ter Superstorm Sandy victins faced an extensive,
burdensonme and fraud-ridden flood insurance clains process; U S. Senator
Kirsten Gllibrand and U S. Representative Kathleen R ce have announced
their push for new bipartisan legislation to require nore transparency
and accountability fromthe Federal Energency Managenent Agency (FEMA)
so that home and property owners who carry flood insurance policies are
better protected in the event of another storm and

WHEREAS, Senator G llibrand and Congresswoman Rice also renewed
their push for FEMA to expedite its review of insurance clains, a
process that began only after the revelation that insurance conpanies
under paid potentially thousands of clains; and

WHEREAS, Senator Gllibrand states that over three years after
Super st orm Sandy tore through New York, comunities are still rebuilding
and famlies are still fighting to put their lives back together; she
further states that it is unacceptable that sonme New Yorkers were forced
to face a burdensone and fraud-ridden flood insurance clains process;
and

WHEREAS,  The system needs to be refornmed and requires nor e
transparency to hold FEMA accountabl e so honeowners are protected when
the next stormhits; and

VWHEREAS, This new bipartisan |egislation would create unprecedented
oversight over FEMA and hold them accountable; legitimte clainm were
deni ed or underpaid because of fraudulent engineering reports, and
honeowners who paid for flood insurance were left feeling cheated by a
programthey trusted to be there when they needed it nost; and

WHEREAS, H. R 4107 is a critical first step that wll reform the
National Flood Insurance Program to meke it nore transparent, nore
account abl e, and nore focused on victins' needs; the passage of this
vital bill will help to ensure that victins get the support and funding
they need to fully recover fromnatural disasters; and

VWHEREAS, Many New Yorkers feel they were severely underpaid after
paying years, even decades of flood insurance premuns, only to find
t hensel ves deni ed for things such as earth novenent, vast anounts of red
tape and accusations of fraud, believed to have Ied to t hese
under paynents; and

VWHEREAS, It is essential that residents have flood insurance that is
affordable, reliable and is there to support their needs, not create an
adversarial situation that takes themyears to collect their rightfu
awar ds; and



VWHEREAS, According to court records and extensive news reports,
including a devastating nonths-long investigation by "60 Mnutes,"”

private insurance conpanies appeared to have denied flood insurance
clainms of countless honmeowners affected by Superstorm Sandy based on
fraudulently altered engineering reports; and

WHEREAS, Wiile nore than three years have passed since the storm
hit, nore than 17,000 clains are still under review, the Flood |Insurance
Transparency and Accountability Act of 2015 would require nor e
transparency so property owners have access to the docunents related to
their insurance clainms case, including draft reports; it wuld also
demand accountability from FEMA in its oversight of the NFIP and the
contractors hired to run it; and

WHEREAS, Specifically, the legislation wuld do the follow ng: nake
docunents related to the basis for deciding flood insurance clains
transparent for homeowners; create a direct point of contact at FEMA for
honeowners who have filed appeals with FEMA for clains that have been
initially denied; require FEMA to conduct yearly reviews of the "Wite
Your Own" insurance conpanies and other private entities working wth
flood insurance clainms; require FEMA to publish clainms data online;
renove the "earth novenent" exclusion; reformthe claimappeals process;
change the statute of limtations on all flood insurance clains; and
require FEMA and Honeland Security to report to Congress; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the New York State Congressional delegation be and
hereby is respectfully nenorialized by this Legislative Body to support
the passage of H R 4107, Fl ood | nsur ance Transpar ency and
Accountability Act of 2015; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to each nenber of the Congressional delegation from the
State of New YorKk.



