Assenbl y Resol ution No. 242
BY: M of A Sepul veda
CELEBRATI NG March 28, 2017, as Bangl adesh Day

WHEREAS, March 26th is the national independence day of Bangl adesh;
this day is celebrated in Bangl adesh and also all around the world in
honor of its country's Declaration of |Independence from Paki stan in the
| ate hours of March 25, 1971, and the start of the Bangl adesh Liberation
War; and

WHEREAS, This day is also a nenorial to the deaths of thousands of
students, civilians, political |eaders, and unarned Bengali people; the
Bangl adesh Li beration War started between Wst and East Paki stan; and

VWHEREAS, West Paki stan believed they were far superior to those in
East Pakistan; they gave East Pakistan no privileges; they had a bad
econony, and no rights; and

VWHEREAS, The first election in the history of Pakistan was held on
Decenber 7, 1970; there were 300 seats in the parlianent; East Pakistan
won 160 seats and West Paki stan won 81 seats; instead of handing over
the power to the wnning party, they inposed martial |aw on East
Paki st an; and

WHEREAS, East Pakistani |eader M. Bongu Bondhu Sheikh Miji bur

Rahman wurged the Bengali people to turn their homes into resisting
forts; he said, "Qur struggle is for our freedom Qur struggle is for
our independence"; this speech is what mainly inspired the nation to

fight for freedom and

VWHEREAS, The West Pakistani arny sent a mlitary plan known as
Qperation Searchlight; it was planned to curb the Bengalis' novenent by
taking control of mmjor cities, and elimnating all opposi ti on,
political or mlitary; and

WHEREAS, At that tinme, Zi aur Rahnman broadcasted a nessage that the
| ndependent Peopl e's Republic of Bangl adesh had been established; and

VWHEREAS, At this point, March 26, 1971, the Bangladesh Liberation
War had broken out in the whole country; this was the day the Bengal
peopl e stood up to the Pakistani Arny; and

VWHEREAS, After a nine nonth long war, the Pakistani arny finally
surrendered unconditionally; many lives were |ost but Bangl adesh, as a
country, gained its freedom its independence; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
great contributions which the Bangl adesh comrunity have brought to our
State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Many Bangl adesh peopl e have nade New York their hone, and
this Legislative Body, representing the people of the State of New York,



iIs pleased to thank the Bangl adesh people for their contributions to
this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their comunity and have shown a
| ong and sustained conmtnent to excellence certainly have earned the
recogni tion and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cel ebrate March 28, 2017, as Bangl adesh Day.



