Assenbl y Resol ution No. 201
BY: M of A Rosenthal L

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
March 22, 2017, as World Water Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious issues
that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Wrld Water Day is held on March 22nd each year to focus
the world' s attention to the inportance of freshwater and t he
sust ai nabl e nanagenent of freshwater resources; and

VWHEREAS, Food security exists when all people, at all tines, have
physi cal and econom c access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food
that nmeets their dietary requirenents for an active and healthy life;
and

VWHEREAS, Peopl e who have better access to water tend to have better
|l evels of nourishnment; water scarcity is a major cause of fam ne and
mal nutrition, especially in parts of the wrld where people rely on
| ocal agriculture for food and incone; and

VWHEREAS, More than seven billion people feed on the planet, with
another two billion expected by 2050, neaning that 70 percent nore food
wi |l be needed, up to 100 percent nore food in many devel opi ng countries
around the world; and

WHEREAS, Water scarcity affects every continent and nore than 40
percent of people on the planet; by 2025, approximately 1.8 billion
people wll live in countries or regions with absolute water scarcity,
limting the ability of farmers to produce enough food to eat or earn a
l'iving; and

WHEREAS, Cimate change is expected to reduce the anount of
rai nwat er available for agriculture, including for feed and fodder for
livestock, as well as forests and aquaculture; severe reductions in
river runoff and aquifer recharge are expected in the Mediterranean
Basin and the sem -arid areas of the Anericas, Australia and Southern
Africa, affecting water availability and quality in regions that
currently experience water scarcity; and

WHEREAS, The dangers of clinate change on water and food security
can be mtigated by inproved wat er har vesti ng and retention,
suppl ementary irrigation for rain-fed crops, highly efficient irrigation
systens and ot her best practices; and

WHEREAS, Continued population and econonmic growmh is leading to
I ncreased water denmand to cities and industries, which grow at rates
significantly faster than those of agriculture; increased conpetition by
cities and industries often translates into a |oss of water access for



poor and vul nerabl e groups in devel opi ng countries around the world; and

VWHEREAS, Future production of food and agricultural products will be
i npossi ble without greater efforts of producing nore food wth |[ess
wat er; and

VWHEREAS, Maxim zing the yield per unit of |and nust give way to the
yield per unit of water used; and

WHEREAS, Water pollution is a primary cause of reduced water
avai lability which inpacts the environment and human health; water
pollution is often caused by inappropriate industrial and agricultural
practices in addition to urban waste production; and

VWHEREAS, Modern, integrated approaches to food production, such as
conservation agriculture, have the potential to substantially reduce
wat er pollution; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious human health and environnental issue, and nore nust be done
to increase activity at the local, state, national and international
| evel s to pronpte water conservation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim WMirch 22, 2017, as
Wrld Water Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonob, Governor of the State of
New Yor k.



