Assenbly Resol ution No. 164
BY: M of A Magnarell

COVMEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of Aurora of
Central New York, to be celebrated May 18, 2017

WHEREAS, It is the customof the State of New York to proudly
recogni ze and commend those established organizations wthin our
comunities that, year after year, diligently work to inprove the
quality of life of our citizenry; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and fully in accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of Aurora of Central New York, to be
celebrated at the "A Music Feast for the Eyes and Ears" event on
Thur sday, May 18, 2017; and

WHEREAS, Aurora of Central New York was created as the Syracuse
Associ ation of Wrkers for the Blind in January of 1917, by a snal
group of concerned citizens that was | ed by John C. Fow er, a successful
busi nessman who was blind; and

WHEREAS, Aurora of Central New York was founded on the principles
t hat people who are blind are conpetent and capable to nake their own
living, but need certain opportunities to reach their life goals; and

WHEREAS, By 1918, a self-supporting work shop was established at 269
James Street in Syracuse, where furniture work was conpleted by the
blind; the shop soon becane known as The Li ghthouse; and

VWHEREAS, During the 1920s, The Lighthouse expanded its mssion to
provi de enploynent and social opportunities for anyone in the community
who was blind or visually inpaired; and

VWHEREAS, Then in 1926, The Lighthouse began receiving funds for
expansion through what was then called the Conmunity Chest, and in the
years that followed, the organization grew and thrived while providing
hundr eds of people with work; and

WHEREAS, As a result of changing community attitudes, the workshop
eventually merged with two other workshops to form the Consolidated
I ndustries of Geater Syracuse, and its social progranms conbined with
the Sal vation Arny's Gol den Age Center; and

VWHEREAS, In the md-1970s, a comunity study was conducted to
identify the needs of nenbers of the conmmunity who were deaf; as a
result, the Central New York Association of +the Hearing |npaired
(CNYAHI ) was established as a sister agency to The Li ghthouse; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1991, Aurora of Central New York was forned as a nerger
anong Syracuse Associ ation of Wirkers for the Blind, The Lighthouse, and
t he CNYAH ; and



VWHEREAS, Today, under the able |eadership of Executive D rector
Debra Chai ken, Aurora of Central New York serves an average of 1,000

i ndi vidual s per year and continues to expand its prograns to include
people of all ages who are hard of hearing and visually inpaired; and

VWHEREAS, Aurora of Central New York's services include social work,
enpl oynent servi ces, orientation and mobility i nstruction,
rehabilitation teaching, adaptive technology evaluation and training,
| ow vi sion services, children's instructional services, sign |anguage
instruction, as well as professional Sign Language Interpreting through
the Marjorie Clere Interpreter Referral Services; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their comunity and have shown a
| ong and sustained commtnment to excellence certainly have earned the
recognition and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 100th Anniversary of Aurora of Central New York; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Debra Chai ken, Executive Director, Aurora of Central New
Yor k.



