Assenbl y Resol ution No. 160
BY: M of A Lupardo

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Gover nor Andrew M Cuono to proclai m
March 8, 2017, as Winen's Day in the State of New
York, in conjunction wth t he observance of
I nternati onal Wonen's Day

WHEREAS, March 8th is International Wnen's Day; and

WHEREAS, In 1977, the United Nations proclained Mirch 8th as
I nternational Wonen's Day to comenorate the 145 wonen killed in a fire
at the Triangle Shirtwaist Conpany in New York City on March 25, 1911
and

VWHEREAS, Discrimnation continues to deny wonen full political and
econom c equality and is often the basis for violations of wonen's basic
human rights; and

VWHEREAS, The Wrld Health Oganization asserts that donestic
vi ol ence causes nore deaths and disability than cancer, nmalaria, traffic
accidents, and war anong wonen between the ages of 15 and 44; and

VWHEREAS, Wonen account for half of all cases of H V/ AIDS worldw de,
approximately 42 mllion; furthernore, in countries with the highest
rates, young wonen are at a higher risk than young nen of contracting
H V/ Al DS; and

WHEREAS, Wonen conprise alnost 15 percent of the active duty,
reserve, and guard units of the United States Arned Forces; and

VWHEREAS, Wnen work two-thirds of the world' s working hours, and
produce half of the world' s food supply, yet earn only one percent of
the world's income, and own |ess than one percent of the world's
property; and

WHEREAS, Illegal trafficking worldw de for forced |abor, donestic
servitude, or sexual exploitation involves approximately two mllion
wonen and children each year, of whom 50,000 are transported to the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, International Whnen's Day is a tinme to reflect on progress
made, to call for <change and to celebrate acts of courage and
determ nation by ordi nary wonen who have played an extraordinary role in
the history of their countries and communities; and

VWHEREAS, New York State has a distinguished history of nonunenta
achievenments in the area of wonen's rights; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1826, New York State opened one of the first public high
schools for girls which resulted in a future for wonen where they were
no |l onger confined to donestic responsibilities, a future where they
were able to be educated and able to use this education to strengthen



their political, social, and civic voice; and

VWHEREAS, In 1848 in New York, the first wonen's rights convention
was held in Seneca Falls to secure all wonmen the right to vote; and

WHEREAS, In 1968, New York State Assenbl ywonman Shirley Chisholm
becane the first black woman el ected to Congress, and in 1972 she ran
for President of the Unite States, another first for black wonen; and

WHEREAS, In 1970, New York City was the site of the First Wnen's
Strike for Equality in which 50,000 people marched for equal rights; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1983, New York State wonen | egislators established the
Legislative W nen' s Caucus to inprove the participation of wonen in al
areas of governnment, support issues that benefit wonen, and provide a
network of support for wonmen in the State Legislature; and

WHEREAS, Today, 58 wonen serve in the New York State Legi sl ature,
hol ding | eadership positions in both houses and bringing the diverse
experi ences of wonen into | aw and public policy; and

WHEREAS, On this day, the progress that has been made nay be
cel ebrated but also contenplate those areas of wonen's |lives where nore
can be done; and

WHEREAS, International Wnen's Day addresses the social, economc,
and political barriers still facing wonen and girls while celebrating
their achievenments and the progress that have been nade in support of
wonen's equality; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMrch 8, 2017, as
VWnen's Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance
of International Wnen's Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of
New York; and the Legislative Wnen's Caucus of New York State.



