Assenbl y Resol ution No. 142
BY: M of A Thiele

COMVENDI NG Ariana Demattei upon the occasion of
her designation as the H gh School State Honoree in
the 22nd Annual Prudential Spirit of Conmunity
Awar ds program

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to act, in accord
with its long-standing traditions, honoring the youth of today, and the
| eaders of tonorrow, whose character and achievenents exenplify the
i deal s and val ues cherished by this great State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Ariana Denmattei has distingui shed herself as a young wonan
of superlative ability, establishing a high standard of community
service, purposefulness of life, and sense of responsibility rarely
achi eved in youthful years; and

VWHEREAS, The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, created in 1995
by Prudential Financial in partnership with the National Association of
Secondary School Principals (NASSP), are designed to enphasize the
I nportance our Nation places on service to others, and to encourage al
young Anericans to contribute to their conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, Ariana Demattei, an esteened resident of Center Moriches,
New York, and a junior at Westhanpton Beach H gh School, has achi eved
national recognition for exenplary volunteer service by receiving a 2017
Prudential Spirit of Community Award; and

VWHEREAS, This prestigious award honors young volunteers across
America  who have denonstrated extraordinary conmmtnment to their
communi ti es; and

VWHEREAS, Ariana Denmattei received this auspicious award by raising
significant funds to provide nore than 1,000 new backpacks filled with
school supplies for local elenmentary students through an organization
she founded in 2012 cal |l ed Backpacks for Fell ow Students; and

VWHEREAS, To fund this remarkable program Ariana Denmattei organized
nuner ous fundrai sing events, including a polar bear plunge, races, novie
ni ghts, bake sal es and an annual appeal; she publicizes these events by
witing press releases, arranging nedia interviews and using social
nmedi a; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, Ariana Demattei has witten nunerous appeal
|l etters, applies for grants, solicits sponsors, recruits volunteers, and
orders supplies as well as packs and distributes the backpacks to
students whose famly incones qualify them to receive free or
reduced- priced | unches; and

VWHEREAS, Ariana Demattei hopes that Backpacks for Fell ow Students
will create a level playing field in the classroom for students, no
matter their socioeconom c status, and give every child the opportunity



for educational success; and

VWHEREAS, The success of the State of New York, the strength of our
communities, and the wvitality of Anerican society depend, in great
measure, upon the dedication of young people like Ariana Demattei, who
use their considerable talents and resources to serve others; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved to honor Ariana Demattei,
commendi ng her for her outstanding record of volunteer service and peer
| eader shi p, recognizing the value of her |abors and the prom se of her
future; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations,
with praise and pride, to commend Ariana Demattei upon the occasion of
her designation as the High School State Honoree in the 22nd Annual
Prudential Spirit of Comrunity Awards program and to extend to her the
best wi shes of this Legislative Body for a future of purposeful success
and wel | -being; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Ariana Dematt ei



