Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1257
BY: M of A. Fernandez

COVMEMORATI NG the 157th Birthday of Rabindranath
Tagore, Nobel Laureate of India on Mnday My 7,
2018, in New York City

WHEREAS, The true architects of society and community are those
extraordi nary individuals whose faith and unremtting conmtnent have
served to sust ai n the spiritual and cultural values of life;
Rabi ndranath Tagore, the first Nobel Laureate of Asia was undoubtedly
such an individual; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 157th Birthday of Rabi ndranath Tagore, Nobel Laureate of
I ndi a on Monday, May 7, 2018, in New York City; and

WHEREAS, Born on My 7, 1861, in Calcutta, India, Rabindranath
Tagore was the youngest son of Debendranath Tagore, a |eader of the
Brahno Sanmgj, which was a new religious sect in 19th Century Bengal; and

VWHEREAS, Rabi ndr anat h Tagore was an I ndi an/ Bengal i poet,
phi | osopher, novelist, visual artist, playwight, conposer and Indian
public figure; his works transforned Bengali literature and nusic in the

late 19th and early 20th Centuries; through his works he vigorously
I nfluenced the devel opnent of Bengali as a literary | anguage, elevating
Its poetry with new forns and neters; and

VWHEREAS, Rabi ndranath Tagore was educated at home; at age 17, he was
sent abroad to England for formal schooling, but he did not conplete his
studi es there; and

VWHEREAS, In his mature years, in addition to his many-sided literary
activities, Rabindranath Tagore nanaged the famly estates, a project
whi ch brought himinto close touch with conmmon humanity and increased
his interest in social reforns; he also began an experinental school at
Shanti ni ketan where he tried his Upani shadic ideals of education; and

WHEREAS, Fromtime to tinme, Rabindranath Tagore participated in the
Indian nationalist novenment in his own non-sentinental and visionary
way; at that tinme, Gandhi, the political father of nodern India, was his
devoted friend; and

VWHEREAS, Rabi ndranath Tagore's influence, however, elongated to

Indian Iliterature holistically, for he established the short story and
the political Ilyric as genres, integrated new dinensions to the
soci o- psychol ogi cal novel, and contributed to the devel opnent of

critical realism he won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1913; and

VWHEREAS, Rabi ndranath Tagore was knighted by the ruling British
Governnment in 1915, but within a few years he resigned the honor as a
protest against British policies in India;, and



VWHEREAS, Rabi ndranath Tagore wrote his first poem when he was only
ei ght years-old; he published his first |arge poetry collection in 1877,

and wote his first short story and dranas at the age of 16; his nmjor
wor ks included, Gtanjali (Song O ferings), Gora, (Fair-Faced), and
Ghare-Baire (The Hone and the Wrld) along with nmany other literary and
art works; he was a cultural refornmer who noderni zed Bangla art by
rejecting the rigidity of formand style; and

WHEREAS, Rabi ndranath Tagore had early success as a witer in his
native Bengal; wth his translations of sone of his poens, he becane
rapidly known in the West; in fact, his fane attained a | um nous hei ght,
taki ng himacross continents on |ecture tours and tours of friendship;
for the world, he became the voice of India' s spiritual heritage, and
for India, especially for Bengal, he becane a great living institution;
and

WHEREAS, Rabindranath Tagore wote India s national anthem "Jana
Gana Mana" and also "Amar Shonar Bangla", the national anthem of
Bangl adesh; and

WHEREAS, Rabindranath Tagore died on August 7, 1941; even many
decades after his death, his |legacy continues in countless ways as
organi zations and institutions across the gl obe host nunerous festivals
and cel ebrations in his honor; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his purposeful journey of life, Rabindranath
Tagore conpiled, with dignity and ki ndness, decades filled with gracious
literary works, noral causes, and humanitarian efforts, justly earning
the devotion of his followers and the admration and respect of his
fell ow man; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 157th Birthday of Rabi ndranath Tagore, Nobel Laureate of
I ndi a on Monday, May 7, 2018, in New York City; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Tagore Society of New York and the Consul ate Genera
of India in New York.



